ert. 8 











TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 


1819. 55 











Ws CALCUPRA JOURNAL 





Vou. V.J 


By the arrival of the Honorable Company’s ships Princess Char)otte 
and Lord Wellington, on Sunday, we have been furnished with regular 
files of the Morning Chroniole, the Times, and other London Papers up to 
the 20th of May, the contents of which we have hastily gone through, 
in order to lay a general abstract of them before our readers, 


We have received also by this occasion séveral periodical publica- 
tions, and new works, ameng which are the Asiatic Journal for May, 
and Lord Byron's Tale of The Vampyne. Of these we shall speak on a 
future occasicn. 

It will be remembered that our last intelligence by the Carnatic 
extended to the 2ist of April, to which period the Houses of Parlia- 
ment had adjourned for the Easter recess, after which the first impor- 


tant subject that was likely to come before thei notice was the Catho-' 


lic question, 
Continuing onward our regular series of intelligence from this date, 
we find by the Paper of the 22ad of April that the House of Commons 


met on the preceding day, pursuant to adjournment; when the usual 


forms were gone through, but no important business entered on. 

On the same day there was a Genera! Court held at the East India 
House, for the purpose of considering the recommendation of the Court 
of Directors to grant 75,000 rupees, at 2s. with interest at six 
per cevt to Mr. Wilkinson, for his losses on the salt-petre monopoly 
being resumed by the Government here, and also the proposition of Mr. 
Forbes that the amount of the compensation should be 238,000 rupees 
at 2s. 6d. with interest at eight per cent. 


In the course of the Debate whichensued, which is too long for in- 
sertion here, but for which we shall find room on a future day, Mr. } 


Sreerre questioned the right of the Indian Government to issue the 


‘embargo by which Mr. Wilkinson’s lesses were occasioned, as a British 


Minister could not order an embargo without being liable to impeach- 
ment. Mr. R. Moore speaks of the loose and irregular manner in 
which the Board of Trade in India had acted upon this as well as other 
eccasions. Mr. Gauacay opposed the Chairman, Mr. Granr, as to the 
right of the Indian Government to issue the embargo. Mr, RanDALy 


JACKSON asked, in answer to the objections made to this on account of 


the depressed state of the Company's funds, whether the India Compa- 
by meant to consider how much it would cost them for being honest ?— 


The second amendment of Mr. Forses for granting to Mr. Wit- 
Kinson the sum of 188,000 rupees at 2s. Gd. with interest at six 
per cent, was put and negatived. There being 52 for and $2 against it, 
and according to the practice of this Court the Chairman has no 
casting vote; while, where the numbers are equal, the decision is in the 
negative. On the next question, the numbers were $3 and $1, in con- 
sequence of which the Chairman declared that there was then no 
question before the Court. 

Hence it appearing that the decision was against any compensa 
tion to Mr. Wilkinson, a desultory, and rather angry, conversation 
arose, several Gentlemen who voted in the majority declaring that they 
did not mean that such should be the result, and that they voted un- 
der a mistake. But upon consulting the Solicitor of the Company, it 
was found that the vdtes could not be regularly taken again, and that 
the business must begin de zovo ; therefore. Mr. Forbes moved an ad- 
journment, after intimating his intention to follow up the business; and 
his motion was seconded by Sir Charles Cockrell, who had supported 
the Honourable Gentleman's amendment. 

On the 22nd of April, a motion was made in the House of Com- 
mons, by Sir Joun Newrorr, for an inquiry with respect to the 
state of the Protestant Church in Ireland, and after a long Debate, 
the motion was agreed to. 


In the Papers of the 23rd, Way failures at Manchester are an- 


nounced, which, it was thodght, wou!d materially affect Liverpool also. 
Riots at Leeds had proceeded to such extremity, that the 15th Dra- 
goon Guards were constantly under arms there. Emigration from 
this quarter to America had been extensive; and one rich farmer, who 
had been refused a renewal of his lease, but at a rent which the pro- 
duce of his lands would not pay, was preparing to embark with a pro- 
perty of £12,000, and with several families in his train, 


General Simnmacy of News. 


} 





[ No. 181, 


The Houses of Parliament adjourned until the 26th, in conse« 
quence of the Prince Regent's Stote birth-day, as one of the Papers 
terms it. The Morning Chronicle of the 2ith, has the following para- 
graph, on the state of commerce and finance in the country, 


“ Ageneral gloom appears to hang over the conntry, in consequence 
of the stagnation of trade, the scarcity of money, the frequent and 
alarming failures, as well as the unprecedented distress prevailing 
among the manufacturing and shipping interests. At no period, indecd 
since the restoration of peace, has mercantile pressure been so great, 
nor is any hope entertained that the projects of Ministers will procure 
substantial relief. The manufacturer and the holder of the raw material 
are in the same predicament; neither can sell, because goods have no 
demand. Last year's shipments have besides been disheartening, Our 
increase of tonnage had been so great, that no more than one halfpow 
can find employment, the remainder is completely inactive, 


If we were asked to account for these alarming evils, we should 
briefly answer, that they arise out of competition in foreign marketg; 
out of the fact of many of our old channels of trade being dried uP, 
without new connexions being formed ; and lastly, because a large and 
important portion of the globe has long been carrying on only one-third 
of its usual commerce, whence an incalculable deficiency has been exe 
perienced, chiefly to the detriment of Great Britain.” 

These sentiments, which our readers will readily remember, ave 
exactly aecordant with those which we lave repeatedly urged here, 
in opposition to a host of writers and talkers, who would delude bed 
themselves and their neigibours into a belief that al! was right, and 
that the glory and prosperity of England were still in their full tide— 
have met, as such unwelcome truths always will, the opposition of the 
partizans of power, and of those interested in deceiving; for in the 
succeeding number of the same Paper, for the 26th of April, we fiud 
the following paragraph to that eifcct. 

“ We are accused by The Courier of dealing: in “gloomy reperts 
and surmises.” It certainly would: be convenient for Ministers if there 
were no such thing as an independent and vigilant Journal in existence, 
but that implicit faith should be placed in the statements which they 
themselves put forth. Happily for the country, however, the press is 
free, and the truth is brought to light--We repeat our assertion that 
at no time hasthe commercial state of the country been more embarrassed 
than at this moment—and the very increased amount of exports due 
ring the last year, does not contradict the fact. It proves only the 
adventurous spirit of trade, which strives by the most dangerous and 
desperate efforts, to relieve itself from die stoppage of all dealing. 
Goods are sent to every foreign port in the hopes of finding a market— 
for The Courier will not be bold enough to assert, that the exports 
have taken place on the good old mercantile principle of being actually 
ordered ; or of there being even a probable demand and an ability to 
pay for them at the ports to which they have been sent. We have ne- 
ver questioned the reality of private wealth in England, nor the fa- 
cility with which funds, may be obtained for almost any speculation— 
but private opulence is not public prosperity, since national torpor may 
exist with a very high degree of individual capital. It has been justly 
remarked, that the old and solid mercantile establishments have been 
the least invelved in these gambling adventures which have brought on 
the present stagnation. The calculation in the city is, that, within the 
last nine months, not less than eight millions of money have been lost 
by the speculators in only two articles—corn and cotton. That so 
enormous a loss should not have produced a greater shock in the com- 
mercial world than has as yet been experienced, can only be accounted 
for by the facility of accommodation that has existed through the uns 
restrained issue of paper, but a day of account must come.” 


Ther! was nothing of great interest before the Houses of Parlia- 
ment, on the 26th. The Papers of the 27th, announce the receipt of 
dispatches from Bombay, dated as late as the 10th of December, 1818. 
Bhe arrival of the Persian Ambassador, is also netified in the same 
Paper. 

The claims of France were discussed on the 27th, in the House of 
Commons, and on the same day, @ singular and extraordinary expedi- 














56 CALCUTTA JOURNAL. 


Een 9 
ER an to on — 8 sits Semmes ——— Ss - Sante aot a 








— = 





ent was resorted to by the Ministers, to raise a sum of about four mil- 
lions, on the Stock Exchange, which trick or expedient, when disco- 
vered, had the effect of causing the funds to fali in an instant, from 
74 to 714. ; 

On the 29th of April, Debates arose in the House of Commons, 
on Petitions from the Catholics of London and Westminster, presented 
Ly Sir Frawcts Burperr, ond 2 long Debate also on the Salt Duties. 
The funds were sti! low, and Messrs. Baring, Brothers and Co. and 
M. Angerstein, had declined bidding. for the expected loan, 
erand expedition from Cadi« to 


September. 


Phe same Papers sey, that t! 
fouth America, was not to sail unti! 

M. de Constant, jn the French Lower House, had taken the lead 
and commenced his career, by a brilliant speech on the Liberty of the 
Press, which ig praised for its force and eloguence. 

It is stated in the Jourre! du Commerce, that Kotzebue had an 
annual salary of 15,000 ropbles from Russia ; for which he was to trans 
mit to Petersburgh, extracts from all the publications which had any 
reference to the political events of the day, and where the opinions 0 
any author differed from those professed by the Russian Cabinet, he 
was to combat them in his weekly Literary Jeurnal. 

Aii information, ex-officio, has been filed by the Attorney-General 
against Mr, Wardle, the Proprictor of the Manchester Observer, for an 
alleged libe] upon both Houses of Parliament. The trial was to take 
place at the next Assizes for Lancashire, 

Qn the 3rd of May, the great question of Catholic emancipation 
came before the House of Commons, when a host of Petitions were pre- 
sented in favor of the Catholic claims, and Mr. Grarran, in a speech 
which fills six columns of the Morning Chronicle, and is as remarkable 
for its close reasoning and its elOguence, as its length, pleaded their 
cause most ably, 

It is remarkable that of those who presented Petitions against the 
Catholic claims, several of them avowed their entire difference of opinion 
from their constituents, and were prepared to advocate the Catholic 
cause, 

Mr. Croxer and Lord Normanry followed Mr. Grattan, the 
former in explanation, and the latter in astrain of great eloquence, feel- 
ing and strength. Mr. W. Begcner, also advocated the cause of the Ca- 
tholics in the most energetic strain, and Sir Rogrert Witson spoke a 
few words onthe same side, 

The only speekers on the other side of the question were Mr. 
Lesuiz Foster, who took the lead; Mr. Browntow, whose speech 
dees not occupy twenty lines; and Lord Lowrner, the report of whose 
is given in three, as it is said that His Lordship spoke a few words against 
further concession, as it tended to weaken the stability of the Protestant 
establishment. 


It is plain, however, that neither truth, talent, nor independent prin- 
ciple, when ail combined, are yet a match for influence in the British Par- 
liament ; for on this great and momentous question,in which all these were 
united on the side of emancipation, the House became clamorous for the 
question, and en the division, there appeared for Mr, Gratran’s, motion 
241, and against it 243, a majority of 2 only, 

The Reporter adds thata considerable discussion took place after 
the division,in consequence of many gentlemen having acted with the ma- 
jority by mistake, and that on an explanation five votes were struck off 
trom the majority and one from the minority, leaving the ultimate deci- 
sion against Mr, Gratran’s motion to be majority of Two on.y. 

We shall give the Debate at length in its regular course, but in the 
mean time, we cannot refrain from giving the ‘short paragraph of the 
writer in the Morning Chronicle, as following the report of this De- 
bate. He says:— 

“ The friends of civil and religious liberty may congratulate them- 
selves on the victory which they gained in the House of Commons last 
night. The motion of Mr. Grattan was indced host by a majority of 2; 
but there seemed to be a general feeling in those who voted against 
it, that the arguments of their opponents were unanswerable ; for, with 
the solitary exception of MrLeslic Foster and Mr. Brownlow, not a 
woice wis heard in favour of the disabilities, Where was Mr. Peel ? 
where was S.v William Seott, and the ether Champions of the system of 
exclusion? Were they heedless of the edmontions of The Courier sleep- 
ing at their post ? or were they convinced by the unanswerable ar, u- 

wents of Mr. Grattan and Mr. Croker, which produced so strong an 
jmpression on all who heard them? We must take it for granted, that 
conviction was alsy carried home to their minds ; for we cannot suppose 
if their sentimen!s remained unchanged, they could reconcile it to thei: 
consciences to al.uw their opponents to carry every thing so triumphant- 








ly before them, . The most formidable of the opponentsof the Catholi@. 
may tlerefure be now censidered as fairly beaten off the field,” 

The Debate earnot fiil so produce a strong impression throughout 
ihe country, Tf ie Catholics continue to conduct themselves with mo- 
deration, they may rest assured that they will soon have to congratu- 
late themselves on their restoration te au equality ef rights with their 
fellow citizens.” 

Ono the 4th of May, the question of the sbclition of Lotteries, 
tho’ before so often negatived, wus again brought forward, by Mr, 
Lyrf.eron, and after a long debate, in whicu the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, tr. Buxroy, *.r, Witgerronce, Mr. Kicarpo, Mr, 
‘Tienwey, “).. Hpskisson and Mr. CANNINe, took a part, the motion for 
tie abo » was lost by 2 majority of 49 againet it, the numbers being 
S¢4 and io3 

‘ocwithstanding the force displayed en the Catholic Question, by 
the frcads of emancipation, it appears, that The Courier had ag usual the 
au‘acity and disregard to truth, to send forth statements tending io 
sive a very Opposite impression, This is very properly noticed by the 
Morning Chronicle of the 5th of May, in the following terms : 

“Jt might have begn improper to have spoken of what passed in the 
Ilouse of Commons on Monday night, after the exclusion of strangers, 
if the gross misrepresentations ef T4e Courter had not rendered correc- 
tion a matter of necessity. 

The Courier has three distinet misrepresentations :— 

First, It is said, that the friends of the motion called for the divie 
sion. That this is false, is apparent from the notorigus fact, that (te 
say nothing of the attempts of Mr. Piunkett, and the known intentioh 
of Mr, Canning and Lord Castlereagh) Mr. Lamb tried for several mi- 
nutes to obtain a hearing ; and that Mr. Douglas and Sir James Mac- 
kintosh shewed a io meere to deliver their opinions, Assuredly they 
were not prevented from doing so by the friends of the motion. 


Secandly, It is not true that Mr. Peel offered himself to the atten 
tion of the House at the same time with Mr. Plunkett. It is notorious, 
that a considerable debate occurred on the point of Order, whether Mf, 
Plunkett could be heard at the stage af proceeding at which he rose? 
That Mr. Peel went through the formality of rising, it might be difficult, 
in a scene of such confusion, positively te deny; but that he nerer 
wound up his courage to the speaking point, is most certain. It would 
be invidious to advert to all the marks which he betrayed of a mind 
painfully divided between the fear of exposing himself to be crushed 
by Mr. Plunkett on the one hand, and the apprehension that he would 
be thought, on the other, to have resigned, by his silence, the lead of 
the intolerant faction, His gread of Mr, Plunkett prevailed. 


Thirdly, It is equally untrpe that Mr. Croker confined his support 
of the Catholic Claims, to his interpretation of the existing laws, unless 
that interpretation be co-extensive with their utmost claims, In 1813, 
ne veted for their admission into Parliament, ‘That his construction of 
law is not exact, is the universal opinion of those who most applauded 
his bold ingenuity, and was not very seriously denicd by himself. 


The vulgar insolence of The Courier towards Mr. Grattan, will re« 
ceive its just punishment, from the disgust and indignation of all gen- 
tlemen, whatever their opinions or connexions may be. It is quite 
worthy of such writers to pass over without notice, the beautiful speech 
of Lord Normanby, distinguished by generous feeling, as much as hy 
ingenuity and cloquence ; and that of Mr. Becher, which considered 
either as the testimony of an independent and most sagacicus witness, 
or asthe fruit of a vigorous and enlightened understanding, has in ef- 
fect and authority been rarely equalled in Parliament. It is amusing to 
any man present at the debate, to see it represented in any other light 
than as one of the most signal defeats ever experienced by the intolerant 
faction, The vision of a No Popery Administration is for ever dispelled, 


‘The division was indeed brought on at an unexpected moment, but 
for which it is easy to account. Mr. Plunkett and Mr. Peel were both 
prepared to speak, but each was inclined to give precedence to the other. 
Mr. Peei was loudly called for, but he kept his seat, and an interval of 
siJence taking plage, the Speaker put the question, to which the answer 
by the House aye and np was distinctly given, It was then for the Speak- 
er to Coclare which side had the majority, but on the instant Mr. Plun- 
kett rose, It was however observed, that the question having been put 
aud answered, 10 Member could renew the debate. Some argument took 
place on this, dur.oe which, seyeral Members got into the House before 
the division, and joned in it. This is contrary to the rule; for though 
it is no necessnvya.: a Member to hear the arzus.ent on a question, he 
mustbeinthe i ceand hearit put from the Chair, to: entitle him to 
voie, By thisdea..rous meneeuwe of keeping the dou: open for a uae, 
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the numbers of the majority were said to be 243—but several gentlemen 
were called upon by name, 23 having got access after the question was 
put; and they having owned the fact, their votes were struck of, 
which reduced ‘he majority to two, as we stated in yesterday's paper. 


Nothing however, could be more decisive than thesense of the House 
on the creat national question. rronsunced as it was; since not to reck 
on those who paired off, «1. invalids who could not remain to so late an 
hon, and the number of Members in town who absented themselves from 
deference to the contrary opinion of their constituents, the division was 
the greatest but one ever known in Parliament, there being, including 
the Tellers and Speaker, no fewer tiian 493 present. The list of the 
Minority will also shew the respectability ofthe individuals of which it 
was coraposed, 

But, in addition to those who voted in favour of the Catholics, we 
are enabled to state, that General Ferzusson, Mr. Coke of Norfolk, Mr 
Howarth, Mr. W. T. Rebarts, and Mr. WV. A. Robarts, were prevented 
from testifying their opinion, whichis notoriously on the same side, in 
consequence of the sudden and unexpected manner in which the divi- 
sion was pressed. Wesay tie suddea and unexpected manner, because 
we know that an adjourament of the Debate was, generally expected, 
and that the division was not looked for until yesterday evening. In con- 
sequence of this expectation, indeed, some of the mest decided advocates 
of the Catholic Cause happened to be absent. The friends of intolerance 
have therefore no reason to be proud of the result of this division, while 
they must know that they cannot calculate upon the future; for they 
have found themselves egregiously in error in reckoning upon a majority 
in the New Parliament, ne less than twenty new Meinbvers, whom they set 
down among their adherents, having actually voted against them. Their 
own intelligencers can assure then of this fact, while they must hence 
feel, if capable of decility, that the progress of knowledge is decidedly 
hostile to their views.” 

The Sun of the 4th of May contains the following paragraph: — 
“Tt is coufidently whispered in the political circles, that orders have been 
recently issued in our Dock-yards for vigorous warlike preparations. 
The grounds for these orders are said to be alleged imperfections in our 
Treaty with America, the evident ambition and rapacity of the United 
States, and the uncertain posture of French affairs. We downot venture 
to vouch for the truth of these confident rumours, but we conceive that 
the grounds thus stated are substantial and satisfactory, fully relying on 
the prudence of our Government. and on the alertness, knowledge, and 
energy of our Naval Administration.” 


On the 5th of May, Lieut. Parry took leave of the Lords of the 
Admiralty, previous to his leaving England, on the Northern Expedi- 
tion, to be prosecuted in the present year, 


The Papers of the 6th of May, contain several notices of General 
Courts of the East India Company, to be held for the consideration of 
grants in aid of a Fund for the benefit of the Widows and the Families 
of deceased Ovficers on the home establishment; for the grant of £60,000 
out of the territorial revenues of India, to the Marquis of Hastings; 
and for a grant of £1,500 to Sir Murray Maxwell, late Captain of 
His Majesty's late Frigate Alceste. 

The Papers of this date announce, that Calcutta Journals had been 
received in London to the 16th of December, and that the arrival of 
His Majesty's Ship Topaze, and the relief brought by her to the money 
market of this place were known in England. 


We find in the same Paper, the two following detached paragraphs | 


«The Americans are fitting out, for the frst time, am expedition 
round the world. The Congress frigate, Captain Henley, has been se- 
lected for the purpose, and by the last advices was lying at Norfolk, 
mearly ready for sea. She takes out with her from 20 to 30 midship- 
men, and is expected to be absent about two years.” 


« We fear we shall not be able tolay before our readers a List of the 
Minority who voted in support of Roman Catholic Emancipation. The 
difficulty of making out such a List with even an approach to accuracy 
forbids the attempt. There were more Scots Members voted in that 
giorious Minority than we ever saw on any question favourable to liber- 
ty before. We trust the Irish Members will, in return, give their sup- 
port to the Motion for Scots Borough Reform.” 


On the 6th of May, Mr. Peel presented the Report of the Bank 
Committee, on the expediency of their resuming Cash Payments at the 
Zank, to the House of Commous. It is too long to be given as a whole 
here, wiihout excluding other matters of general interest. ‘vut the sub- 
stance ef the Report may be gathercd- frou the fvilowing paragraphs 
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from the Morning Chronicle of the same date, to which we add two or 
three succeeding ones, as connected with the topics then before the 
Public, from the Paper of the 7th of May: 


“ At length the Report from the Bank Committee was last night 
made to the House of Commons, and was read at the Table, by which 
we are enabied te present te our readers a faithful abstract of its 
contents, It is of great length, independent of the Appendix, and, 
shews the very commendable labour that has been bestowed on this im- 
portant investigation. The Lords’ Report is not yet made, but it is un- 
derstood the: the two are in substance the same. We refer our readers 
to our abstract ef the Report, as detailed in the proceedings of the 
House of Commons, since no more abridged sketch of it would satisty 
their impatience. They will see that our previous notice of it was cor- 
rect, as faras it went. The assets of the Bank are declared to be ful- 
iy adequate to all their issues, and calculated to give entire confidence 
to the public. But the Committee recommend that they shall not be 
called on to pay bullion at 4/. 1s. per ounce till the month of February 
next, nor to be called on for a less quantity of bullion in exchange for 
their notes than 60 ounces. That in October, 1820, they shall pay in 
ullion at Sf. 19s, 6d.; and in two years (that is from the Ist May, 1821), 
at the rate of 32. 17s. 10$d. It is further recommended, that from the 
said Ist of May, 1821, they shall continue to pay, for not less than, two 
years nor more than four years, bullion inexchange for their notes, at 
the standard price of 3/. 17s. 104d. after which period of four years they 
shall resyme payments in specic. 


The public will he satisfied that in the course of this inquiry no 
party feeling has influenced the Committee. They have ‘gone into the 
business with an earnest desire finally to put the public mind at rest, 
and to give them reliance on the circulation of Bank-ndtes’ to the exact 
amount necessary to the exigencies of the country, ,We again beg 
leave to refer the reader to our own brief report for the details. The 
printed copy will not be ready for delivery to the Members for several 
days. ns 


On the subject of the Loan, all remains doubtful. .Mr. ‘Tirrnsy 
put a question to the Chancellor of the Exchequer to leatn’his intea- 
tion, but Mr. Vansittart said, that he could not answer the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentieman, as he must in that case go into the financial state. 
ment for the year. ‘ bh 3 , 


‘a a i 


We can say, however, on the rumour at the Stock Exchange, that 
the Loan is to be for 20,000,0002. in addition to which 5,000,0001, are to 
be taken from the Sinking Fund. This is the report, and this being a 
less Loan than was expected, has occasioned a small rise in the Funds. 
If this be truly the amount, the Chancellor of the Exchequer requires 
15,000,000/. for the deficit of the year, 5,000,000/. to pay to the Bank, 
and 5,000,000/. only to fund Exchequer Bills, on the terms of his recent 
message, by which he is bound to receive the bills that may have been 
bought at 8s, premium, in part payment of the instalments, in the pro- 
portion of 25 per cent. (for which, by the bye, he is to pay 20s.—tole- 
rable interest for the short accommodation!) ; and why, when he has so 
clearly committed himself, he should hesitate to answer Mr, Tierney’s 
question, we cannot comprehend. 


But every thing seems with him to be temporary management. We 
have heard of an expedient altogether new, and the legality of which 
is doubtful. Our readers are aware that al] Exchequer Bills, dated 
prior tothe 4th May, 1819, are now payable in any of the public re- 
venue aids, taxes or supplies, or at the receipt of the Exchequer at 
Westminster. Those dated on the 4th May, 1819, are not payable tit 
fcer the Sth of April, 1820. We understand that Bills dated prior ta 
the 4th May have been altered to a subsequent date, so as not to make 
them payable till a twelve-month hence. T 


The pretext is, that these 
Bills not having been issued, the date may be altered. Is this clearly 
legal? 


Mr. Tierney last night gave notice of a motion on the State of the 
Nation for the 1sth of May. This is a motion of the highest national 
interest, which accords with the practice of the purest periods of our 
history, and certainly at no period was it so imperiou-ly demanded, 
Parliament is at this time fully attended; and we trust no Members will 
quit town till after this most important investigation, which will bring 
the whole state of the -»untry, in point of foreign and domestic poli- 
tics of tinancial, commercial, and manufacturing circumstances, into re- 
view, so as to ‘ook our actual condition im the face. and sce what prose 
pect of reliefwe have from the system on which Ministers are acting.” 

On the 7th of May, the Army Estimates were discussed in the 
House of Commons, of which the following was the result; 
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The following sums were voted :— 

152,805!. for General and Staff Officers, and Officers of Hospitals. 

150,2281. for the Officers of the Public Departments of the Army. 

29,0351. for Medicines and Surgical Materials. 

121,668]. for Volunteer Corps. 

25,1731. for the Royal Military College. 

175,6411. for pay of General Oificers not being Colonels of re- 

giments. 

$3,658I. for garrisons at home and abroad. 

127,437). for full pay of retired and unattached officers. 

770,1611. for half pay and allowances to reduced officers. 

}29,7501. for ditto for foreign corps. 

42,8491. for Chelsea Hospital. 

15,6811. for Kilmainham ditto. 

1,173,6481. for out-pensioners of Chelsea and Kilmainham. 

36,4821. for the Royal Military Asylum. 

104,1221. for widows’ pensions. 

168,5221. for allowances in the Compassionate List. 

20,7321. for allowances to reduced Adjutants of Local Militia. 

37,3371. for superannuation of official persons. 

35,0001. on account of Exchequer fees. 

Mr. Arsutrunor moved for certain sums for the supply of the 
Commissariat, the Barracks, and the Miscellaneous services, compre- 
hending, as usual, provision for the maintenance of the Civil Establish- 
ments of our several Colonics. Ail the Honourable Member's motions 
were agreed to, after some desultory conversation upon the subject of 
the grants for Newfoundland, New South Wales, Ceylon, and Sierra 
Leone, in which Sir J. Newport, the Charcellor of the Exchequer, 
Messrs. Irvine, R. Gordon, and Sir W. De Crespigny, took a part. 

The Caance.ior of the Excusquer moved for a grant of eight 
millions to replace Exchequer Bilsfunded in 1815, which was agreed to. 

The Papers of the 10th of May, contain a Second Report from the 
Secret Committee on the expediency of the Bank resuming Cash Pay- 
ments, which enters into far greater detail than the former one, and 
which we shall also give on a future day. 

In addition to the Naval Expedition preparing for the North, under 
Lieutenant Parry, we find that a Land Expedition is also in preparation 
to aid in the same object, as will appear by the following paragraph 
from a Paper of the i0th of May: . 

* In addition to the expidition for exploring Baffin’s Bay, and deter- 
mining the existence of a communication by water toward’s Behring’s 
Straits, another is about to be undertaken by land, which is to proceed 
in a northern direction from the Hudson Bay Company’s settlements. 
The persons to be employed in this arduous undertaking, it is said, are 
selected; and, from the assistance of the North American tribes, every 
prospect of success is entertained. [t will be recoliected, that many 
years ago Mr. Herne, and’ more recently Mr. M’Kenzie, fell in with 
the sea at two intermediate points, a considerable distance from each 
other, between Beliring’s Straits and Baffin’s Bay.” 

There is another paragraph in the same Paper on the subject of 
the misrepresentations that yo abroad regarding the flourishing state 
of our finances and commerce at home, which deserves to be repeated. 

* Notwithstanding the depressed state of trade in general—the nu- 
merous and extensive bankruptcies that are every day taking place— 
the 1ow rate of wages, and the consequent increase of pauperism—the 
Treasury Journals would have us to believe that our commercial affairs 
are at present in astate of the greatest prosperity; sucl: a paradox has 
noteven the merit of being ingenious. There is not a person in the 
emp.re who, on the least reflection, must not be convinced of its ex- 
travagance and absurdity. It is equally at variance with common sense 
and with the piainest and most undeniable facts; nor can we conceive 
for what purpose it has been brought forward, unless it be to try how 
far contident assertion and flim-y sophistry is able to impose on the good 
sensé and feeling of the public, 

The excess of exports over imports is the only circumstance ap- 
pealed to by the Courier and the other Treasury Journals, in support 
ef their very extraordinary opinions. But these gentlemen should have 
known, that provided the accounts are accurate, this very circumstance 
would of itself afford unquestionable proof of the depressed state of 
trade. It would be very obliging if the Courier would deign to inform 
us \yhether any of his commercial friends ever exported a single pac- 
kage of goods, except with the iateation of importing some more valu- 
able produce in its stead ?” 

The Papers of the llth of.May, contain the following abstract of 
the conteats of the Reports of the Committees on the Bank Affairs: — 





“ We last night received the printed Report of the Lerd’s Commit. 
tees respecting the Bank of England. It forms a folio volume of 43] 
pages, including the Minutes of Evidence and Appendix. It is substan. 
tially the same, in respect of plan for the gradual resumption of Cash 
Payments, as the Commons Report; but of course it is different in the 
composition—its reasoning is more minute—and the Committees exa. 
mined witnesses (Mr. Page and Mr. Fletcher), who were of opinion, that 
unless the Mint regulations for the coinage of silver were first altered, 
any attempt to remove the restrictions on the Bank must prove ineffec. 
tual. The Committees, however, think it their duty to declare, that 
they see no ground to apprehend that the present Mint regulations res. 
pecting the'silver coinage, so long as such silver coin shall net be a legal 
tender beyond the amount of forty shillings, and that the Mint shall not 
be opened to the public for the coinage of that metal, will oppose any 
obstacle to the succssful execution of the plan, which they have ventured 
to recommend, 


The Bank Committee express surprise that the Bank should have 
issued, during the partial return to cash payments, notes toan equal 
amount with such payments, in addition to their paper previously in cir- 
culation. 

The Bank had not gold to make those payments, they made notes, 
and therewith bought it, consequently the amount of issues in paper and 
gold tallied. 

The Bank are recommended to resume cash payments ; not to ins 
crease the amount of their notes; and not to restrain their discounts ; 
but they have not gold to make cash payments, they must purchase it, 
and the Government must furnish them with the means of purchase, 
The Bank ask ten millions to be repaid them; the Committee back the 
demand—cash payments cannot be resumed without it. 


The Committee do not mention the gold in the Bank coffers ; its 
amount is small ; they acted prudently. 

Gold is four per cent. market price above mint price ; to reduce-it 
to mint price the circulating medium must be lessened four per cent. 


Sellers will sell at four per cent. less than at present. Buyers will 
purchase at four per cent. le ss. Mest people are buyers and sellers to an 
equal extent, and therefore will not suffer. Speculators who have not to 
purchase with the produce of their sales, but to repay monies borrowed, 
will suffer a loss of at least four per cent. on such speculative transactions, 
and if their bona fide property be less than the amount of such four per 
cent. loss, they will be ruined, but all who have not speculated beyond that 
extent, may fulfill their engagements. 

In January, 1818, the amount of Bank-notes was about thirty-one 
millions, it is now about twenty-five millions, being probably a reduction 
of from seven toten per cent. on the circulating medium of the kingdom. 
Speculators have suffered and involved regular traders with them—they 
must suffer still more—but however we may admire the nerve and talent 
ofa successful speculator, he is not the man for whose benefit we are to 
forsake the general interest of the community.” 


On the 11th of May, the Marquis or Lanspown moved in the 
House of Lords, for copies of all the communications that had been 
made from the American Government to the British, on the execution 
of Ambrister and. Arbuthnot, and a long debate ensued, in which Earn 
Baruurst andthe Eart or Liverpoor justified the measure of the 
British Ministry not interfering in the business ; and the motion of the 
Marauis or Lanspowy, for the production of the Papers, was negatived 
without a division. 

On the same evening, a Motion was made in the House of Com- 
mons, by the CHANCELLOR o¥ THE Excuequer, for a Bill to enable the 
Public to accept the magnificent sacrifice of the Marquis or Cam- 
pen, who from motives of patriotism and public spirit, consented to 
give up to the Exchequer, all the emoluments he derived from it, in 
the office of Teller. Doubts had arisen, it appeared, whether this con- 
tribution would not be considered illegal as a benevolence, and whe- 
ther therefore it could be accepted by the Exchequer, unless it were 
authorised by Parliament; and therefore the motion was made for a 
Bill, to enable the Exchequer to receive back the sacrifice of its disin- 
terested Teller. 


Lorp CasTLereaGcu, Mr. Tierney, Mr. Banxes, Mr. Witpez- 
rorce, and Mr. Lone, were loud in the praise of this act of noble genc- 
rosity, and Mr. R, Martin, who spoke last, said that as it was the du- 
ty of the country to meet this generous proposition by something as 
inagnanimous, he should propose, that they should refuse the gift, 
(@ laugh.) Gentlemen of narrow incomes, he added, might put their 
circumstances en gene, by following s0 dazzling an example. Leave 
was given to bring ia the Bill, 
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The War iv Ceylon, came urlitér discussion, introduced by Sir 
Witu1AM be Crespicny, and an enquiry into it, was supported by Mr. 
Forses. ' 


e 'The vame Paper has the following paragraph on the subject of 
affairs in the city:— ‘ 

“An extraordinary sensation was felt yesterday at the Stock Ex- 
change, by the: fail of Bank Stock, On Saturday the price was 250, 
and yesterday morning it opened at 249, and fell rapidly to 239. , Con- 
siderable sales were made, and there seems to have arisen an idéa that 
the Bank Directors are.hostile to the plan for‘the resumption of Cash 
Payments, and foresee great publié distress.” 

“Tt re 
The Papers of the 13th of May, contain two paragraphs which we 
cannot well shorten or abstract, and we give them therefore at length: — 


“ The Fair Cixcassian.—The above much-talked-of female was, by 
permission of her keener, his, Excellency the, Persian Ambassador,’ in- 
troduced on Monday last to upwards of twenty ,Ladies. of fashionable 
distinction, friends of his Excellency.—The introduetion. took place 
between one and two,o'clock, in the front drawing room at! his Excel- 
lency’s residence in Charles street, : Berkeley-squire. The fair stranger 
was elegantly attired in the costume of her country; her dress was a 
rich white satin, fringed with gold, with a bandeau round her head, and 
wreaths of diamonds. She received-her visitors with graceful affabi- 
lity, and they were highly pieased with her -person and manners.—She 
is not, as has been represented, short and slender, she is of the middle 
stature, of exquisite symmetry, rather ex bon point: her complexion is of 
a brownish cast, her hair a jet blaeks-with beautiful arched black eye- 
brows, handsome black penetrating eyes, her features regular, and 
strikingly handsome. The Ladies were highly gratified, and passed 
great encomiums on the elegance of her person, Among the [adics 
were present——Lady Augusta Murray, and Daughter; Lady Radstock, 
Lady Arden, Countess of Westmeath, the Misses Waldegraves, Mrs. 
Malcolm, Mrs. Majoribanks, &¢.; Lady Augusta Murray presented the 
Fair Circassian with a beautiful nosegay, with which she seemed highly 
pleased.” ‘ 

“ Col. Fitzelarence's Journal.—One of the most interesting and enter- 
taining works we have for some time seen, is the Journal just published 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Fitzclarance, his route across India rough Egypt 
to England, in'the latter end of the year 1817 and beginning of 1818, 
when the bearer of the dispatches sent over land by the Marquis of 
Hastings. Nothing can be more gratifying than to see military men oc- 
casionally indulging in literary labours ; and when those labours deve- 
lape extensive research, accurate’ observatién, and a style plain, clear, 
and perspicuous, as in the works of Sir John Malcolm, Colonel 
Leake, and the young anid gallant-Author before us, it is impos- 
sible not to feel a more than ordinary interest im their perusal. Colonel 
Fitzclarence’s work consists of a series of memoranda regularly taken 
during his logg and perilous route, of the occurrences of almost each 
day's march, Those have been arranged by the Author to relieve the 
burden of a confinement to which a serieus accident unfortunately ex- 
posed him shortly after his return to England, It is due to this Author to 
state, that he has iilled his Journal with singular felicity, and the events 
are so varied, and the incidents to which he is exposed so striking and 
novel, that the work can no more be said to tire the reader from its de- 
tails being placed under his eye at one view, than the performance -of 
@ good play can be said to tire the spectator who is already in possession 
of the catastrophe, from having read it before he entered the theatre.” 


On the 13th of May, a motion was brought before the House of 
Commons by Mr. Grenrect, regarding the application of the Sink- 
ink Pund; but though the strongest and clearest arguments were givenin 
proof of the expediency of this measure, yet Ministers find it so con 
veniently suited to their immediate views to draw largely from this 
source, without regard to its ultimate object, that the motion was nega- 


tuved by a majority of 78—the numbers being $9 and 117. 


On the same evening, the Arrorney Genera brought forward 
his motion to prevent British subjects from eulisting in the service of 
Forcign Powers. 


Sir James Macxintosn followed his Learned Friend in opposition 
to this motion, and at the conclusion of his elogucnt and able speech, 
said that this motion was not for the purpose'set forth by the learned 
mover, to-preserve our,neutrality merdly, but that it was obviously 
intended to facilitate the subjugation of the peovle of South Anierica 
to the yoke of Spain (hear, hear, hear!). It implied a purpose, which 
it was notorious the peaple ot the British empire disclaimed, detested, 
aad disdained. Were Government and Parliament then cispesed to 





manifest a sentiment which an immense majority of the British people 
would be forward to disown, or could they be reconciled to any pro- 
ceeding calculated to re-impose tyranny and superstition upon the gallant 

eople of South America (hear, hear, hear!)? As other occasions, 

owever, would offer for the delivery of his opiion upon this interesting 
subject he would not then enter into it any further than to caution the 
House yt to give itssanction to any measure so likely to outrage the 
feelings of the people, or to disgrace. the character and injure the policy 
of Great Britain, as an act of hostility towards the people of South 
America (loud cheers). 


There are a few paragraphs in the Papers of the 14th of May, 
with which we must at present close our notice of, European affairs, to 
give some portion of our attention:also to local matters which now press 
upon us so fast, that we cannot lose sight of them or break the chain 
of their succession even for a day. The paragraphs. aluded to, are 
as follows: ¥ wl 

« A Morning Paper of yesterday contains an extraordinary article of 
intelligence nate! that the’ King of Sweden has received notice 
frora the Emperor o Russia andthe King of Prussia to descend from 
his Throne, At any-other time than the present, we should not have be- 
lieved that so violent.a change in the system of Europe as that of the 
dethronement of one of its Sovereigns could take place without the con- 
sent of Great Britain; but under the imbecil€ aqininistration now at the 
head of affairs, we cannot be sutprised at any . encroaclinents on the 
liberties.of Europe, or any dictation whatsoever exercised by Russia over 
the smaller States whom Great Britain is no longer in a situation to pro- 
fect. Russia sees and profits by our’present nullity in the acate 6 natie 
ons: a nullity proceeding from exactly the same Causes which have Re = 
duced our financial embarrassmentsj and that internal distress of; w . 
every body so loudly complains.» It is to the unneccessaty wars wane 
by Mr. Pitt to prevent France from having a free Congsitition, ip 3792 
that the origin of our difficulties'is to be traced ; and it is, . t 4 wv er 
ness of the present Administration at the Congress of sae a e 
and their inability to profit by the advantages of their situation, rage 
are to look for the daily affronts we receive from foreign raatyr ce 
with which, for the first time sinté’'the reign of Charles II. we are oblige 
to put up. ; 

“Mr. Grenfell, last night, brought on his motion, for iartrasting the 
Commissioners to employ the amount of the Sinking Fund, wh! ae 
rauch of any loan for the year, as if was equal to supply, instead o aying 
it out inthe purchase of old stock; and he shewed, in - waren’ 
speech, the very material advantage that would have anne Ha 1e pub- 
lic if this course had been pursued, We yesterday ie e ore vx 
readers the unequivocal proof of this fact in the single eer i 
loan of 1816, according to the official paper laid ayes the - - a he 
House of Commons—and it is mapifest, as has been shewn by ; re 
Hamilton, and other writers on the subject, that if ae os As on 
uniformly followed through the period of the war, the gain 2 haa 
lic would have been immense.. The answer of the. C aneer « vs 
Exchequer to this was, that by a clause introduced into the : oraaele 
ly by Mr. Fox, the Commissioners ‘had the discretion Eoyesned. eee 
so to employ the fund, and it would be wrong to mare § iat c os y 
which was now left to their discretion.. Experience . ptovec Ms Be, 
was more agreeable to the Loan Contractors to have ue apes ie me 
graduully in the purchase of floating stock, than in alump ioe be 
loan itself—and they were induced to give better terms on ris acco 
The fallacy of this argument was shewn by Mr. Repent, 5 o pemieny 
that the sagacity of Mr. Fox, in the original Pv amt wok € a 
apparent by the result. It was of no avail to the ys o - sip ae 
the Commissioners came into the market periodically to buy, ¥ ~s 
sons were sent with equal regularity’ to sell to the same — tht 
argument for Mr, Grenfell’s Motion was unaswerable, but Ministers: 5 
sisted in their opposition, and their numbers prevailed. 


“There can be no doubt, from the tenor of Mr. Attorney General's 
statement, that his motion for preventing British Officers and Privates 
from enlisting in foreign service without Teave, applies to the South 
American Patrivts, thought it may also be satd to apply to the United 
States---since the existing Aet prevents them from enlisting in the ser 
vice of any foreign Potentate or Sovereign---and neither Nort nor he uth 
America has any Potentate. Perhaps this is the result of an injunction 
from the Holy Alliance! it is in direct contradiction to their own, pro- 
éeeding, since they have seen and acquiesced in the embarkation of 
thousands of voluntecrs in the cause of! South Amezican independe BCC 
Is this one of the consequences of Lord Castlereagh s notable diplamacy 
a: Congress---so emphatically exposed by Lord John Russell? Wetrus', 
however, the subservient measure comes t0o late.’ 
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Scots Law Promotions. —Some important changes are expected im- 
mediately to take place inthe Supreme Courts of Scotland. The Lord 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer has long been ina declining state of 
health, and he has at length signified his wish to retire on the pensions. 
The Lord Chief Commissioner Adam is mentioned as his successor, and 
Sir William Rae, the Sheriff of the county of Edinburgh, it is said, is to 
be the new Lord Advocate. 


The Lord Advocate’s celebrated Burgh Reform Bill, which has 
met with such decided opposition in all the Scots Burghs, is postponed, 
and his Lordship himself has obtained leave of absence from his Par- 
liamentary duties fora month. From this sudden arrangement, it is 
supposed the Learned Lord has accepted the gowns of the late Lord 
Reston—appointments worth 2,6001. a year. 


On the 14th of May, the Game Laws Amendment Bill was brought 
up, and a motion made *y Mr. Brann in the House of Commons for its 
being re-committed. A long Debate ensued, but the motion was thrown 
out by a majority of 60 against the Bill, the numbers being 119 and 59. 


On the 17th of May, the Catholic Question was brought forward in 
the House of Lords, introdaced by the Earl of Doxoucumore. The 
Bishop of Worczsrea, in’a temperate and exccllent speech, opposed the 
motion. The Bishop of Noawica spoke in favour of the Catholic Claims. 
The Bishop of Perersomoucu opposed them, The Lord Cuancet- 
LOR opposed the motion in a speech of considerable length, Earl Grey 
followed on the other side at much greater Jength and with sti!) greater 
force and eloquence. The Fa:l of Liyerpoot, maintained that the de- 
mand of the Catholics was for the absoiute possession of power or for 
nothing. The Marquis of Lanspown spoke in favour, and the Duke of 
WELLINGTON opposed it. 


On the division there appenred—contents 70—Proxies $6—106. 
Non contents 97—Proxies 50—147, Majority against motion 4), 


On the 18th of May, Mr. Tizaney made his promised motion for 
the appointment of 9 Committee to enquire inte the State of the Nation 
in a speech of considerable length, and marked by all the characteristics 
of the speaker's close reasoning and persuasive arguments. Lord Cas- 
TLEREAGH fo}lowed in reply, and as usual made it appear, in the face of 
ull the statements to the contrary, that the state of the Country was never 
more flourishing than at the present moment!! 


Lord Jonny Russext, Sir Francis Burperr, and Mr. Cannina, 
took large shares in this Debate, and Mr. Tisrney, as the original mov- 
er replied; when the division took place, and there were declared, for 
the motion 173, against it 357, majority against the motion 179, The 
Debate was of such length, that tho’ it began early in the afternoon, 
it continued until half past two o'clock in the following morning! 


On the same day, there wasa meeting of Merchants at the Lon 
don Tavern, to petition Parliament, against any measure calculated to 
produce a forced contraction of the circulating medium. And before 
the Chairman arrived, Mr. Hunt, who seems to be every where, moun- 
ted on one of the tables, but was forced. to retire amidst continued 
hissing. 

In the New Times of the 20th of May, the latest Paper that has 
come into our possession, we find that the resumed question of Mr. 
Wilkinson's claims was brought before the Court of Proprietors on the 
19th. Mr. Forpes moved that 180,000 Sicca Rupees at 2s. 6d. each, 
should be paid to Mr. Wilkinson, for hislosses, A long debate ensued, 
hut; Mr. Forbes’s motion was at length carried by a majority of nine, 
the numbers being for the grant 53, against it 50. 


The grant to Sir Murnay Maxwe tt, of £1500 for losses &c. by the 
wreck or the Alceste Frigate, was also brought forward at the same Court, 
but Mr. Hume having proved that the property of Sir Murray Max- 
WELL was insured on this occasion, aad that therefore losses was an im- 
proper term, the word was expunged, but the maxey was granted to him 
without specifying for what. 





The contents of private Letters that we have seen, extending to 
the 20th of May, are almost wholly confined to mercantile matters, 
and they give a picture of! distress, which fully bears out all that we 
have met with in the public rt on this subject. The folk. “1g, as 
containing some view of the effects of the Bank returning to Casn Pay- 
ments, as well as mercantile matters, we incorporate with our general 
intelligence, rather than as a mere Commercial Report. This Letter is 
dated May 20, 1819, and is as follows:— 


“There are strong reasons for anticipating a fail in this market on 
Gora ana Cilver Bullions. 


The Committees of both Houses have made their report on the 
Bank Affairs and the state of the currency. These reports recommend 
a resumption of cash payments ona graduated scale, as follows: — 


The Bank would have to deliver in exchange of its Notes-—Gold in 
bars (of a weight not less than 60 ounces each) at the following prices: 


On or. before the 12th of February 1820, at ...... 81 0 
On or before the 12th of October 1820, at ...... 79 6 
On or before the Ist of May 1821, at (Mint price) 77 104 


Sometime afterwards, say two or three years, the Bank might be 
made to pay its Notes in Gold coin as formerly. 


Should, as is probable, the suggestions of the Committee be adopt* 
ed, there is no doubt that the prices of Gold Bullion will fall, and with 
irthat of Silver and other goods. Indeed Gold and Silver in bars have 
already experienced a decline in price. 


The Cotton market is still extremely flat indeed, and not likely to 
look up either at the above prospect of the increase in the value of 
money. Indigo had met with more encouragement than was expected. 
{a Silk a most discouraging depression has taken place. At a private 
sale at the Hast India House, on the'ZIst of April, native filature Silk 
had sold as low as %+7'per Ib.; the highest price being 16-2, with a con- 
siderable stock on irand.” 


pe — —__—_——- 
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Lows Minto, 


(TO CORRESPONDENTS.) 


Th giving insertion to the following Letter, we are actuated by a _feelii 
that we are con pike ag, Se will poor Racor J 
public conduct of this JouRNAL: a strict regard to impartiality. 

We may be permitted'to add, that the regarding the late Lord 
Minto, which was casually adduced by the Writer signing himself A Friznp ro 
THs ARMY, to prove a position regarding the danger of the system of Basver 
Raw, really es our notice; as ix receiving the Letters of those who have 
before often favored us with their communications, always couched in the 
unexceptionable terms, it could hardly be that we should scrutini: 
weigh every line, (and this is scarcely more than a line) of the manuscripts that 
come before us ; ort } when Sooner oe ich the Writer's atten- 
tion was bent, scarcely admitted the probability of his being influenced mas 
lcous moe fa th es eich hace of the some edoned & ti oncorte 
question. 

For ourselves, we regret exceedingly that such a construction should have 
been placed on it, or that it should have given pain to any individual. In the 
truth or inaccuracy of the statements,either of our former Correspondent, or of the 
present whose Letter is here affixed, we do not at all icipate ; as we are not 
sufficiently acquainted with the history of Lord Minto s character or administra- 
tion to pronounce whether the impressions of either are correct or otherwise. We 
deem the public administration of a public man to bea fair and legitimate sub- 
ject of discussion; but we hold also that it should be such of his public acts as stand 
on record, and belong to the Puitic by their notoriety, that should be selected as 
objects of censure or praise ; and if the character of Lord Minto were to pass un- 
der our review, it would be to these that our remarks should be confined. 


At the same time, however, that we disavow any participation in the senti- 
ments of either the one writer or the other, and beg to “+ understood as never dos 
ing so by the mere admission of opposite sentiments into our JouRNAt, in the 
Correspondence of others, except when we approve or disapprove in what ts tech- 
nically called [:ditorial language ; we not only feel regret ourselves, at the im- 

ression creeged by the paragraph alluded io, but we have authority to state pub- 
icly in the most unequivocal: manuer that the Writer ofit also regrets it as deeply, 
and that he publicly disavows any intention beyond that of supyorting the post- 
tion on which he was arguing, without intention, wantonly to asperse the name 
cited by him, or to wound the feelings of its admirers. 

In this stage of the discussion, on the question of Brevet Rank, interest- 
ing as it is to every individual in the Indian Army, it would be to by lamented 
indeed, if this unforeseen.and certainly unintended evil impression should turn 
it into another channel, or in any way impede the expression of the opinions of 
intelligent Officers on a point of such great local importance. 


We sincerely trust that this will not be the case, but that the question will 
be calmly and dispassionately continued ; and with a view to bring the subject 
back intg its original channel, we have given place in our present Number to 
the that are now before us, in the order of the dates in which they were 
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Lord #itnts. 





‘ To the Editor of the Calcutta Journal, 
R, 

Your Correspondent A Frienp To tuz Army, has espoused 
a good cause—let hin fiot, in the face of his Enemy, so commit him- 
self—(I do not wish to apply a harsh epithet to his conduct,) as to di 
minish in the minds of those he would persuade, that confidence so va 
jaable to himself and so essential to the attainment of his victory. A 
high-minded Army will net accept the friendship of a person who he- 
sitates not to publish to the world an assertion, which it is tmpossivle he 
could know to be true; conveying in it an aspersion of the character of 
a lamented Nobleman, not more conspicuous for his public than for his 
private virtues. 


Let me ask this “ Friend of the Army,” how he could possibly 
know that “ the late Lord Minto, would have given the best appoint- 
ment in India to have $¢cured half a dozen votes in a particular Coun- 
ty?” Bit, this is not all that is meant to be conveyed by this unguard- 
ed paragraph.—It is designed to mark with a deeper stain the high 
character he has been pleased to Tie but wiich, I dare to believe, 
will, like the purer metals, not only hve through the fire, but come out 
of the ordeal if possible more highly purified.* 


B> pleased to listen to what follows, on the subject of Lord Minto’s 
exercise of patronage, with reference to the votes in the County allud- 
ed to. 


A Friend of mine, an humble individual, had employed the 
leisure hours which, in time of peace, our profession so amply affords 
to us all, inthe execution of a work, certainly laborious, but which the 
Exrl of Minto, conceived would prove usefyl in an important depart 
ment of the Government. . 


His Lordship knew nothing of this individual, except through the 
Public Records of His Government—He had no “ Interest"—he had 
neither asked for, nor did he expect any thing from His Lordship. It 
happened that he came to Calcutta, and was introduced at his Lordship's 
Levee, I believe by one of the A. D. C.’s.—His Lordship received him 
with his usual well-remembered benignity of manner; and after one or 
two of the customary enquiries, His Lordship addressed him by saying 
he knew who he was, and how he was employed, that hehad been for 
some time looking for a situation in Calcutta, for him, where an oppor- 


tunity would be afforded him of prosecuting his work with advantage, | 


mentioning an appointment at the same time for his acceptance (his 
Lordship was pleased to add) till a better should be in hisgift. A better 
one did become vacant, and he was appointed to it, accompanied with an 
expression of His Lordship’s intentions that he should succeed to a more 
valuable appointment, which he mentioned, and which would also be more 
convenient for his pursuits. 


This appointment was one “ of the best in India,” and—Mark ! 
it was solicited by a gentleman, who had, at least whose Family had, a 
vote, or votes, in the County alluded to; an/ was by His Lord- 
ship, because he had intende1 the appointment for my Friend, who'had no 
vote in that County to “ secure”, nor even the advantage of an introduction 
to His Lordship. 

His Lordship’s motives for placing my Friend in the situation here al- 
luded to, were, as you may see, entirely disinterested ; founded on a con- 
ception of what His Lordship hoped would he productive of public advan- 
tage. It was surely no mean object of ambition, even in Lord Minto, to 
procure for his son the Representation in Parliament of the County of his 
Birth—we may therefore accede to your Correspondent that His Lord- 
ship did set a high value upon even a single vote, which might turn the scale 
either for or againsthim. But while we do this, what must be our admira- 
tion of the public virtue that made so great a sacrifice ? 


In requesting you to publish this Letter, my only motive is to perform 
an-act of bare justice to the memory of a most amiable man.a distinguish- 
ed public character, a zealous, indefatigable Servant of his Country ; and 
I would have your Correspondent, and our “ Friend” to remember (tho’ 
I do not mean to apply theebservation to himself particularly) that if we 
were toallow the character of public men to be decided by the pen of per- 
haps disappointed expectation, (however meritorious in other respects 





* Altho’ we give place to this Lettter from a determination to observe 
strict impartiality, we cav#ot help asking, How,—if it was impossible that 
the Friend of the Army ¢ould have known what Lord Minto would have 
done,—this writer could ‘possibly krow what the Friend of the Army meant 
to convey? To gall it ansnguarded paragraph, and then to give it a malicious 
design, is pot, we think, more juctiinvle, Eoitor, é 


the writer may be) where is the despenser of patronage that could stand 
the*trial ? He who has patronage must also have friends—perhaps impor- 
tunate ones —men of merit alsa come forward, and are often as importu- 


,nate as their neighbours : the expectations of all cannot be satisfied ; and 
‘I firmly believe that the dispensation of patronage is often one of the 


most itksome and unsatisfactory parts of the duty which the Head of this 
Government has to perform. 

I am, Sir, &c. 
Calcutta, September 4, 1819. 


Lord Minto. 


P To the Editor of the Calcutta Journal, 
rR, 

I believe none of your many and attentive Readers have ever 
yet had occasion to say, that I have made any unwarrantable use, or 
taken any unfair advantage of my being an anonymous writer ; and know- 
ing this surmise to be a well founded one, I feel the greater regret at be- 


ing informed by you that my’ casual expression regarding Lord Minto 


should have given a moment's pain to any one connected witu hin either 
by the ties of blood, friendship, or gratitude. 


I can assure you, for their information (those who know me have no 
need of such an assurance) that there were not the sinaliest malicious 
motives in my making the allusion in question ; and that J really am ex- 


-ceedingly sorry to find that several persons have expressed themsely—s 


hurt by it, and I trust that this explanation will entirely do away with 
any pain, my expression may have given them. 

As for disavowing the truth of the assertion (as I understand is re- 
quired) it is a thing I cannot do any more than I can establish it; for 
my only authority is its being a rather common observation throughout 
the Army, and having heard it in many desultory conversations 1 am 
even unable to particularize any of my informants. 


I have no motive whatever for wishing to remain concealed, except 
that this discussion regarding the Brevet Rank could not otherwise be 
so well carried en as it is under the present arrangement. 


Calcutta, Sept. 6, 1819. A FRIEND TO THE ARMY. 


Brebet Rank, 


4 To the Editor of the Calcutta Journal. 
IR, 

In the discussions which are conducted in yeur Journal, respecting 
Brevet Rank, every Military man must take a side, and I frankly con- 
fess that mine is that of the Old School. I am glad we have got such an 
able and indefatigable champion as the Friznp ro tHe Army, who 
happily for us, arrived at the ghaut just in time to give the Writer of 
Tue New Scuoor, a Rowland for his Oliver. He has well exposed his 
flimsy arguments, and the romantic and chivalrous notion of rewarding 
a man with rank and title, in place of giving him a good snug appoint- 
ment upon which he may live comfortably, and go home with an inde- 
pendence.—The consequence of such a system would be that all the 
lads in a corps would be dreaming of the time when they should become 
Captains, and rise within the reach of this distinction. Instead of stu- 
dying Dundas, and profiting by the experience of their seniors, half. the 
Subalterns would be reading French Military books, and talking about 
“a regular sap,” and Colonel Jones’s opinions, and lines of operations. 
The want of proper respect for their seniors, which is already but too 
apparent, would be increased. 


It is true that several of our old Officers do not read a great deal: 
when they were young it probably was not much the fashion for Military 
men. Now to be sure there are reading rooms, and hook clubs, spread- 
ing all over the country,.and_ young men of five and twenty read the 
Edinburgh Review and Miii’s History, where they imbibe disrespectful 
notions of our Honorable Employers, and learn to doubt the wisdom of 
Government. T féund a lad id our own Battalion the other day reading 
a French account of the seige of Saragossa, which, since he is not an 
Engineer, can be of no use to him till he gets up to the command of a 
large detachment. As I have a great regard for his Uncle (who was a 
Major in our service,) I hinted this to him, but he replied that he hop- 
ed tong before he was a Captain, Brevet Renk would be introduced,-and 
then he miglit rise to a command sooner than I supposed, It is plaix 
that ke can have no business at a Siege, except commanding his C.m- 
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all day with bis compasses and his pencil, will be of no use to him in go- 
ing against & mu fort. ‘But he has got acquainted with some. Officers 
wlio served in’ Spain, ahd'they have turne@l his head with their stories 
aboat obtposts, and Sieges and. all their Peninsular notions. The 
young man has good interest, and if he exerted it, might get probably 
into the Barrack department. A little of his leisure time given to learn: 
ihe carpentry, and teading some good book about cements, (as [ told 
him) would be of lasting use to him. But ‘he looks down upon this, 
and will follow his own fancies. 

Ever since I came into the service there has been a succession 
of innovations, and all tending to ruin it. In my time, instead of a 
number of Barrack Masters who get nothing but their salaries, the 
buildings of the Army were quietly-managéd by the Quarter Master 
General, who was himself amember of. the Miltary Board, and by 
his deputy. A new Cantonment was a regular fortune, and pros 
duced a line promotion by sending home the senior. He was fol- 
lowed after a few years in the same way by some other old and 
desérving Officer.—Another injury to the service was the abolition 
of the old appointment of Adjutant and Quarter Master. Our Frignp 
shows that the Interpreters are not good for much, as he justly 
observes that “not one in ten of them can interpret explicitly.” But 
before this change the old appointinent was really a good one, as 
there was very little duty attached to it, and none but what any at- 
tentive Officer could perform. If the Lieutenant Colonel of a Battalien 
had some iaterest, and daughters, it used to be an excellent provision 
for his son-in-law. 


Tam sorry to observe an inconsistency in. this able Writer, when 
he areues thot the ONcer who has been longest Quarter Master should 
be anpointed Quarter Master of Brigade, in place of the senior O,ficer 
among thé Quarter Masters. ‘This could only cause discontent and 
disgust, and sready good Olficers would always be cut out by others, 
who knowing they had not the claim of seniority, would endeavour to 
recommend themselves by a show of smartness anfl activity, Indeed 
this is too much the case at present, as the appointment is often obtain- 
ed by the’ Brizadier for some fine young Officer of his own battalion, 
instead of being given to the senior Quarter Master. I have seen a 
deserving Officer's feelings very much. hurt in this way;—A General 
Officer appointed another Quarter ‘Master, who. was his junior by a 
season, Quarter Master to the line, merely because he had admired 
his smartness in the command of a détachment: and this too when 
the other had expected to be appointed (being the senior) as a matter 
of right. ‘ ; 

In place of the Commissariat, where Officers get small salarics 
and rise to largé ones after many year’s service, when I came out to 
Bengal, the Government paid nothing in time of peace, except the sa- 
lavy of one Gram Agent; and perhaps a Deputy. In time of war, or 
when any Expedition was formed, a Commissary of Supplies was ap- 
pointed; the Army wanted for nothing; the Officer received only a 
smal) salary,.and yet generally saved in the course of the campaign 
a handsome suin of money and went home. 


But this Brevet promotion would be the worst of all innovations. 
When a man ‘sees a younger Officer an Assistant Commissary General, 
he knows that the other has purchased this appointment by some year’s 
drudgery at the desk, while he himself lias enjoyed his shooting. 
When a younger man gets a Paymastership he can console himself 
with lamenting his own il! luck, and observing that this is the effect of 
interest. But to make a man Major in the Army over another's head, 
and to publish that this is for pre-eminent merit, must inevitably cre- 
ate discontent, The injury which would.be done to many cooler and 
steadier Officers who havé not had the same apportunities is glaring. 
The writer of the New Schdol affects not to see this, but it must be evi- 
dent to every one who has seen much service. A case in point will 
show this, and I may instance the SeniorCaptain of our Regiment, a 
most degervingssteady Officer, but who was in Oude during the whole 
of the Pindaree war, He would therefore be superceded by most 
Captains who might be promoted for.their services in it, as he is a 
Cadet, of 1798. 


Upon his arrival he was posted to a Corps then in Bengal, 
and unluckily remained below Benares until 1806. From that time 
until the beginning of this war he has been always with his Corps, 
and in all the service that was going forward. He was in the Ariny 
that assembled to oppose Runjeet Sing in 1808-9—He joined the Light 
Infantry in 1809, and was in the Army that advanced into Malwa, un- 
@er Sir Gabriel Martindeli in 1810—In the same year he served in the 
short expediticn from Chatterpoor up the ghauts, under the late Colonel 
Kelly, He served under Geaeral Martindell in the Rewah campaign, 
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and in the force that went, against Alwar under Sir Dyson Marshall. 
He was always noted for his coolness and judgment, and during the 
short time our Major was absent from the battalion was a very. zealous 
Commandant. . He had indeed one of the best bazars I ever saw. Let 
any reflecting man consider how very injurious and painful it would 
he to this Officer to see a captain 4or 5 years,his justor-promoted be- 

t this too when from his Corps being kept 
in Oude during the campaign, my friend coud have no such opportunity, 
of distinguishing himself. 

There is another equally bard case, which would be much felt-if 
the measure took place. There are many very excellent and steady Of- 
ficers who have obtained Staff appointments, which keep them out of the 
field. In performing their duty as Paymasters, of Barrackmastets, 
and many similar situations, they are of the greatest use to Government 
and to our Honourable Employers; and some of them are: Officers who, 
got these appointments on account of their Military talents. Yet as the 
very performance of their duties keeps them out of the field, they 
must, although conscious of their own merits, be constantly superced- 
ed by the progress of this new-fangled system. Here is a plain case that. 
must occasion disgust. It is useless to reason from abstract theories— 
let faets and experienc be our guide, and let us hope that our excel- 
lent system of rise by seniority will be preserved inviolate, 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
ONE OF THE OLD SCHOOL. 
September 2, 1819. 


eal 


Bievet Bank, 


To the Editor of the Culcutta Journal. 
Sir, : 
I had the pleasure of reading another Letter this morning 
from the Oificer of the New School, and although this rejoinder must 
perhaps lie in your office till Tuesday next, still I shall make no delay 
in its transmission, in case any earlier insertion may be conveniently 
afforded it. However decidedly and materially I yet differ from this 
Officer, still I cannot avoid expressing the real pleasure it gives me to 
see our discussion so amicably carried on, and conducted in a manner 
(I speak principally of his share of it, though there can be neither va- 
nity nor immodesty in including my own) so free from that discourag- 


‘ing warmth and peevishness which so frequently characterize Newspa- 


per, and indeed many more celebrated controversies, thereby not onl 
turning a beneficial exertion into ridicule, but giving rise even to feel- 
ing of personal hostility in the breasts of those immediately concerned. 
I trust that if the indisputable importance of the question now un- 
der investigation, should call forth the sentiments of abler Officers (and . 
with the candour and manly sincerity of my Opponent, [hope it will) 
that they wil agreé with us in our i of the necessity which exists, . 
both for the properly upholding our own characters, and for the general 
benefit, of making known their sentiments in a gentlemanly and becom- 
ing manner, otherwise I shall certainly second the Sotprer or FortuNE 
in then recommending the De Coverty mode to your attention. Any ‘‘pal- ° 
pable hits,” however, which bear no malignancy on the face of them, 
not only enliven the debate, but add to.the force of the arguments, b 
shewing the weakness of the opposite reasoning ; and as I always avatl 
myself (as a skilful soidier.ought to do!) of any openings, or uaguards 
ed places I may meet with in, the enemy's rank, so I can bear a cut my-* 


self, when scientifically made, with perfect good humour, and mental © 


composure. 


I shall now proceed to the disputed point; upon which he doeg 
not enter till lis third paragraph, wherein he states that be has always 
considered the main part of the question to be whether the introducti- 
on of this Brevet Rank would, in its effects, be advantageous to the 
Government; because, although the circumstance of its being well or 
ill-received throughout the Army is certainly a material, still it cannot 
be considered in any other light than that of a secondary, consideration, 


My views of the subject are by no means eithey really, or expressedly, ° 


30 confined as he says they are; because they extend very amply to the 
investigation of what would be most beneficial to the Government; and 
the arguments I have all along used to elucidate these views, go very 
fully to prove that, in my opinion, the Goveri#ment canndt be most be- 
nefited by forcing upon the Army an arrangement with which by far the 
greatest portion of it will be displeased ; when such, arrangement may 
be avoided by the substitution ef others equally weil adapted; in point 
of honor, to the end in view, and far more satisthotory to those most 
immediately concerned. : 
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, The liberal, manly, and fearless, conduct of the Governor General, 
in allowing such free and open discussions relating to measures either 
executed @r in contemplation (and whieh renders the present times to- 

< tally different, in that respect, from others of no very late date) makes 
me the more loth to appear, by too great freedom, to take advantage of 
this indulgence, or-{ certainly should speak yet stronger than I have hi- 

» therto done against the proposed mode of rewarding merit; but I will 

. still say that no Government can be benefitted by irritating its Army, and 
that no wise or liberal Governmeut, s:ch as is the Honorable Conipany's, 
ever would adopt measures'that were likely to produce such consequen- 
ces. Jam not more fully convinced of my own existence than 1 am of 
the majority of the Army’s being dissatisfied with Brevet Rank ; and I do 
think that before an arrangement takes effect, in which the Officers of 
the Arniy are more concerned, and more likely to feel either its good or 

- ‘bad consequences, than the Goverment, some pains should be taken to 

- find out what are the opinions generally entertained of it. This would 

‘not be an improper condescension on the part of our Superiors, nor do 

‘ I mean it to be done in the common way of collecting votes: hut if Com- 

‘manding, and other Officers of rank and consequence, were-teld to take 

opportunities of introducing the subject among their Juniors, and having 

«thus learned the most prevalent notions regarding it, tosqnd in then a 
regularly formed opinion of their own, wherein tite others should be noti 
ced, it would at once be scen whether the general sense of the Army was 
for or against the introduction of Brevet Promotion, and opinions thu. 

~ formed should, in justice to us all, I think be allowed great weight in the 
official discussions, ; 

This proposal of mine must not, however, be misconstrued by its 
being supposed that 1 would introduce a system oi espionage into thi 
Army, by having all our desultory and unguarded expressions sent dowr 
to Government, either on this or any other subject, by eur senior Off 
cers. Far from it—it is only on this one point that I wish to give Go- 
vernment some idea of the general opinions regarding it ; and in such ; 
way (but no matter whether the above one, or any other) as would noi 
appear unbecoming on their part, er impertinent on ours. These dis 

‘cussions will never let us learn more than the opinions of the jew, be- 
cause I know (and so must my Opponent) that there are many, very 

- many Officers, who on reading our Letters, takein their own minds, one 

- side of the argument; but who are, at the same time, too averse tu 

‘ writing, or too diffident ever to publish their opinions in any, but a ver- 
bal shape—at table, or during a morning visit ; and it is this considera- 

tion, and a perfect knowledge of its being well-founded, that makes me 
wish for the adoption of some other and more certain mode of knowing 

ithe sentiments of ail our Brother Officers. I would not, however, have 
these public argumentations abolished, because they serve, I am sure, 

. to-fix people’s attention to the subject, and make them digest it well in- 
ternally, which cannot fail to prove beneficial in the end. 


So far I have swerved frem my Opponent’s Letter, to which I now 
- revert, and find in his fourth paragraph a repetition of part of his first 
Letter,—relating to this loved, “ well, warmly-loved,” system of Seni- 
urity being broken into, above twenty years ago. This has not been the 
case, Sir, nor isit yet done away with—and although hemay extend his 
» dist of supercessions to double and treble its present magnitude, still it 
wiil not prove that ever such a Brevet as this has been. in yogue—or 
that any other Brevet (since our Army became in all respects a regular 
ly organized one) ever passed over Seniors to promote a Junior. When 
J said there was no comparison whatever to be made between Regimen- 
tal, and this Brevet supercession, I did not, either in words or meaning, 
. say that I alluded to the numbers liable to be superscded by each me- 
. thod, as (from his mentioning 5 or 6 in a whole campaign) he seems to 
~ think Idid. 1 care not if ¢wenty Regimental supercessions take place in 
“a menth, and only ove of the other in a year; for it will not affect my 
argument—which goes distinctly to say (I refer him to every part of it) 
that the one Brévet promotion would cause greater disgust in the Offi- 
cers superseded by it, than what the twenty Regimental ones wauid. 


I will tell you, Sir, by descending for a moment, to a few low, but 
truly churacterisiic expressions, how great the difference is reckoned be- 
tween the two, by these who are so unfortunate as to feel their effects. 
It wa old Lieutenant finds himself overtopped by some one in another 
Regiment, he exclaims (I leave my Opponcat to say whether I am not 
correct) “ what a d——d lucky fellow that is—he came into the country 
three years after me, ond there he is a Captain, while I'm still fourth;” 
—Or, “ d—d that fellow,he was three below me in this very Corps when 
h «ot removed by the New Regiments, and there he is Captain by old 

*. =——'s death.” = 

These expressions are generally mentioried in a jocose, more than 

an irritated manner, but he still would not like to be sent on command 





supercession yet, I cannot positively say how that would rouse the rhetori- 
cal powers of the overtopped, but I think it would give them greater vehe- 
mence than what is apparent in the above quoted flourishes, It would 
make the chosen few more enemies than friends, I fear, for in spite of all 
the declamation of both my Opponents (the last of whom I only consider 
an echo of the first) on the purity and virtue of human nature, I will still 
make my appeal to it when I assert, that Brevet supercession wou/d 
cause downright enmity among the most cordial set of Officers of. which 
an Army ever could boast. Those people who so thoughtlessly tell us 
there is no envy among Officers, don’t reflect that it is nothing more than 
“emulation in the learn’d or érave,” and that envy is in truth the parent 
of that emulation—which they have taken so much pains to extol. 


Supposing, as the New School Writer says, that the established usage 


“I mentioned was a eiclent innovation, and that it did cause great discontent, 


I conceive he could not have brought forward a stronger argument fer 
my side of the question; and I am therefore heartily obliged to him: 
for if ene violent innovation caused great discontent twenty years ago, 
I think (as our natures cannot have materially changed since then) that 
another violent innovation now, would produce very similar consequences : 
and although Government did let these murmurs pass then, asthe “idle 
wind which they regard not,” still 1 do not conceive that-any eguitab.e 
and beneficent Government would visit a -truly loyal and attached 
Army with another, and not an cnasspensable innovation, merely from that 
circumstance,—the record of which does not, in my opinion, confer any 
degree of credit on either the wisdom or the conciliating disposition of 
the then Government. : 


His sixth paragraph contains nothing of consequence, except an in- 
direct mode of accusing me of falschood! by saying I mis-quoted his 
words. An act of this kind, Sir, is far less excusable than telling a 
falsehood in the commen way is, because it is a more deliberate mode 
of misrepresentation—and I feel, therefore, the less regret in returning 
his words, by telling him that I have #0¢ misquoted him—in words, jr 
meaning, in puxctu ton, even, er in the method adopted by him of put- 
ting certain words in Italics. If he can find even a particle—a comma— 
misquoted in my transcription of the sentence in question, I shall con- 
tentedly (from knowing it deserved) bear the imputation of having told 
a falsehood; but if, on comparing the two, he can find no such thing as 
even a iypographical error, k trust, and am convinced, indeed, that we will 
retract his wxfounded and injurious assertion. 

In his eighth paragraph he egain brings forward the instance of 
Brigade Majors, althovch it can no more illustrate the question in 
dispute, thanif he had said the Sun was farther off than the Moon: for 
notwithstanding a Senior O.ticer should have to send fifty reports daily 
to a Junior Staff Officer, still it is for the Commandant of the Corps, 
Station, or Divisien, that the report—every report—is made; and it is 


from him that ali orders come, no matter by whom they may be delivered. 


Ne mater who the Brigade Major is, every Olficer must report to him, 
éut for the information of the Officer commanding, && 


Iie cal!s my illustration of the Regimental Captain reporting to the 
Adjutcnt—no illustration, altho’ if it be not, and almost in his own terms, 
(which are, in substance, a Senior Officer having to repcrt toa Junior 
Siaff,) 1 confess my tota! ignorance of what an illustration is; and I alse 
consider it an illustration of his mistake, when I say that although an 
Aid-de-Camp gives orders te every subordinate General Officer in the 
Field, during an action,—and although every such Officer must send the 
report of his operations to the Adjutant General of his superior—still he 
never does, and never will, /éel himself under the command of either: 
but were he superseded by the Brevet’s being conlerred on some meri- 
torious Officer, or (what is far more likely) some meritorious Aid-de- 
Camp, for carrying hoine Dispatches, he would then feel that he was com- 
manded ;—an‘! if such a feeling would carry any thing else along with 
it than jealous), and discontent, the true honourable military feeling must 
have either evaporated from, or could never-have had any great sway 
in, such an Oificer’s breast, , 

My Opponent is again mistaken in asserting that pecuniary re- 
wards are given merely to support titles ; for they are given as additional 
rewards for the merits that obtained the title: aod if this be not the 
case, why is not a pension given to every poor man who gets a title for 
nis valour, and who has perhaps only his pay to. support it? I shall 
here quote the opinion of a very sensible writer (Major Stephen Payne 
Adze) on “ Rewards and Punishments,” because it exactly suits the 
case in point, and because I most fully and entirely agree with him. 11 
is probable my answerer has read the whole Essay, but if not, 1 recom- 
mend it to his perusal (it is in the same book as the Treatise on Courts 
Martial) for it points out several other modes of rewarding military 


with the /acky Junior, Fraa never (thank Gou') having seen the Brevet | merit, which are well worthy of attention ; and in the course of which 
i 
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he says: “I would not however have the reader to imagine, that I am 
entirely averse from pecuniary rewards. The profession of a Soldier, it 
is well known, is not a lucrative one, and I cannot see any impropriety o: 
blending honor and profit together.” This is precisely what 1 wish to 
establish, and have blended them together in what, for brevity’s sake, has 
been termed Jaced coats and superior batta; but let them be blended in 
any other equitable way, and the effects will be just the same. 


To say, indeed, that an Officer would pay no regard to money, when 
his sole object in coming here at all is to accumulate it, and when he can 
never get itin half so honorable a way as in the shape of a reward for 
brilliant services, is carrying the matter too far. Ihave no doubt but thar 
a Knight of the Round Table would have preferred a kiss from his fair 
Lady, or a tilt at every one he met, toall the money and jewels found in 
Seringapatam ; but, as | have already observed, our notions are a goo! 
deal altered since those days, and although a Knight of the Round Table 
cared so little tor pecuniary independence, yet it strikes me very iorci 
bly that a Knight of the Bath entertains no such Quizolish ideas; which 
says, I think, a great deal for his:superior good sense, and at the same 
time, takes nothing away from his courage and love of honorary dis- 
tinction. 


In his 17th paragraph he tells us how the Regulations which will 
most probably usher in thls new Rank, are calculated to prevent any 
abuse of it. Isthere, let me ask him a single Staff Line in the Army 
which was not introduced by just the same strict and anti-abusive Rules? 
Certain rank, and certain merit, are laid down as indispensable, and laid 
down indeed without ever being taken up again! Interest bears down 
every thing, whether connected with, or disjoined from merit; and al- 
though there is, I sincerely believe as Kittle regard paid now to its claims 
(interest I mean) as ever was done under any former Government, still 
it does and must, possess overwhelming influence. 


It will be seen that ifever this Brevet Kank is introduced, its honors 

will fall upon many a one; 

* Who never set a squadron in the field, 

“Nor the division of battle knows 

“ More than a spinster.” 
T am not myself in any confidential situation, nor do I know that my 
Opponent either is, or has been: but, if he can, will he tell me whether, 
when an application is made by powerful friends for a Commissariat ap- 
pointment, the question is ever asked. “Is the young gentleman a steady 
Officer, a good accountant, &c.?” or if in the Quarter Master General's 
line ; “Can, so and so, survey, draw out correct maps, execute drawings 
of all kinds, and the like?” or for an Interpretership: “Is your young 
friend well qualified in Persian and Hindustanni for this important situ- 
ation; so that the life and honor of a fellow creature will never be en- 
dangered by his ignorance of the Native languages?” and so on; thro’ 
the whole dlue-faced list. 


Will my Opponent answer these questions, or even say whether he 
thinks such pains are generally taken to find out where merit lies con- 
cealed? If, therefore, it be granted that interest guides (in a very great 
measure, for mere merit is also very frequently rewarded now a days, 
which was not the case formerly,) the bestowing of all other situations, 
in despite of Rules and strong Regulations, I cannot think myself at all 
extragavant in supposing that the Brevet Promotion, too, will in a short 
time feel its powerful interference; and this circumstance will not go 
a@ great way to diminish the disgust which, I maintain, will spring from 
its first introduction. 

Iam, &c. 


Calcutta, Sept. 3, 1819. A FRIFND TO THE ARMY. 








Military. 
General Orders, by His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in 
Council. 
FORT WILLIAM, Aveust 28, 1819, 

The Most Noble the Governor General in Council is pleased to make 

the following Transfer, Promotions‘and Adjustment of Rank: 
Infantry. 

Lieatenant-General Sir John Macdonald, K. C. B., is transferred to the 
Senior List, from the 2ist of March 1819, vice Morgan deceased in Eng- 
land. 

Brevet-Colonel and Lieutenant-Colonel James Tetley to be Colonel of 
a Regiment, from the 2st March 1819, vice Macdonald transferred to the 
Senior List. 

Major Robert Patton, C. B., to be Lieutenant-Colonel, vice Tetley 
promoted, with rank from the Ist of July 1819, vice Francis transferred te 
the Invalid Pension Establishment, 





Major William Hill Perkins to be Lieutenaat-Colonel, from the Ist of 
August 1819, vice Weston deceased. 

Sth Regiment of Native Infantry. 

Captain Henry Huthwaite to be Major, from the Ist of July 1819, vies 
Patton promoted. 

29th Regiment of Native Infantry. 

_ Captain John Delamain to be Major, and Lieutenant and Brevet-Cap+ 
tain Hugh Morriesoa to be Captain of a Company, from the Ist of August 
1519, im succession to Perkias promoted. 

ADJUSTMENT OF RANK, 
Infantry. 

Lieutenant-Colonel J. P. Keble, date of rank 2ist March 1819, vice 
Tetley promoted. . 
28th Regiment of Native Infantry. 

Major J. J. F. Leith, date of rauk 21st March 1319, vice Keble promoted, 

Captain C. H. Raymond, ditto 2ist Mareh 1819, vice Leith promoted, 

Assistant Surgeon Skeitoo, on the Establishwent of Fort Saint George, 
having furnished the preseribed Certificate from the Mecical Depariment, 
aud an Eugagement from Mr. Falion, of the House of Messrs. Mackintosh 
aud Co. of Calcutta, to be answerable for any demands that may hereafter 
be brought against him by Governmentin lica of the usual Pay Certificate, 
- is permitted to proceed to Kurope on Furlough for the bevetit of bis 
seaith. ‘ 

Assistant Surgeon Henderson, of the Medical Establishment at Prince 
of Wales’ Isiand, having furnished the prescribed Certificate from the 
Medical Deparunent, is permitted to proceed to Europe on Furlough for the 
benetit of his health. 

His Lordship in Council is pleased to make the following Promotions 7 


Orduance Commissariat. 


Troop Serjeant Major Christopher Prest, of the Horse Brigade, to be 
Sub-Conductor of Ordnance, from the 2d June 1819, vice Liuton, whose 
promotion has not taken effect. 


Serjeant Richard Briasley Smith, of the Regiment of Foot Artillery, te 
be Sub-Conductor of Ordnance, from the 3d of June 1819, vice Housden 
promoted. 


Gunner Bryan Dunn, of the Invalid Pension Establishment, permite 
ted to reside and draw his Pension at the Presidency. 


An Allowance of Five Sonat Rupees per mensem is sanctioned for the 
Riding Master of the Horse Artillery, for each Troop of that Corps, not in- 
cluding the Rocket Troop, for Cavissons, Whips, &c, required for the Horse 
Drills. ; 


The Most Noble the Governor General in Council is pleased to appoint, 
from the 31 ultimo, Lieutenant Colonel J. R. Lamley, of the Honorable 
Company's European Regiment, at present Acting as Town Major of Fort 
William, to be Commandant of the Fortress of Asseerghur, 


The Most Noble the Governor General in Council is pleased to direct 
Major Colebrooke, of the Royal Artillery and Sipernumerary Aid-de-Camp 
to the Governor General, to proceed to Bombay, unde: instructions which 
will be communicated to him, and on his arrival he will place himseli at 
the disposal of the officer Commanding the Forces at that Presidenay. 





The undermentioned Officer has leave of absence: 


Lieutenant R. R. Bruce, Ist Batt. Ist Regt. to re uain at the Presideme 
ey, on urgent private affairs, from the Ist vi August to the 30th af Sept, 


FORT WILLIAM, Aveust 28, 1819. 


The Most Noble the Governor General in Council! has great pleasure in 
publishing to the Army the following Paragraph of a General Letter frou 
the Honorable the Court of Directors, in the Military Department, under 
date the 30th of March 1819, authorizing certain revised rates of Compen- 
sation to Officers, who may lose their Baggage and Camp Equipage, undes 
circumstances therein prescribed. 


Reply to General Military Letter dated April 11, 1847. 


110 a 22.—Stating that Government having had recently under consi- 
deration the Rates of Compensation which are allowed to Officers for the 
Loss of Baggage, &c. while on duty, are of opinion that those Rates (being 
the same as obtain in His Mojesty’s Army) are insufficient for Indian ser- 
vice, and communicating a Revised Scale of Rates, with other particulars 
prepared by the Military Board with the view of enabling Court to make 
such revision in the present Regulations as the case may appear to merit. 


32.— Having fully considered the circumstances and arguments detailed 
in these Paragraphs, we have resolved to accede to your recommendation 
in favor of a revision of the rates of Compensation to Officers, who may 
lose their Baggage and Camp Equipage, while on actual Service. 

33.—We accordingly direct that the following Rates be allowed to Of- 
ficers on your Establishment, who may lose the whole of their Baggage 
aud Camp Equipage, when on duty in the Ficld, or whea proceeding by 
Sea, under the orders of Government, 
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Engincers, Artillery, and European and Native Infantry. 


Subaltern, P. IB St. Re. jy Baggage, .. St. Rs. 1517 

ubaitern, Personal Baggage, 910} Camp Equipage and Carriage, 1296 

Camp Equipage and Carriage, 540 . id Be 
Total, .... 2813 


Lieut. Col. Baggage, St. Rs. 1517 
Captain. Baggage, -- St. Rs. 1214) Camp Equipage aud Carriage, 1620 
Camp Equipage and Carriage, 810 








Total, .... 1450 














Total, .... 3137 


_ 


Total, .... 2024 





Colonel, Baggage, .. St. Rs. 1820 
Camp Equipage and Carriage, 2160 ‘ 





Total, .... 3980 





Horse Artillery and Cavalry, European and Native. 


Subaltern, Baggage, St. Rs. 1062) Major, Barrage, .... St. Rs. 1820 
Camp Equipage, ............ 540 | Camp Eyuipage,........000. 1296 





Total, .... 1602 Total, .... 3116 





Captain, Bagzage, .. St. Rs. 1470 | Lieut. Col. Baggage, St. Rs. 1520 
Camp Equipage,............ 810| Camp Euipage, ............ 1620 


Total, .... 3440 





Total, .... 2280 
Colonel, Baggage, .. St. Rs. 9157 
Camp Equipage,..........+. 2160 














Total, .... 4317 





34.—The Baggage and Camp Faninacge of all Regimental Staff Officers 
fo be valued as those of Subaltern Officers, 

35.—In no case is Compensation to he granted without a declaring npon 
Oath from the Officer concerned, that he has sustained the loss for which he 
claims to be reimbursed, accompanied by a Certificate from his Command- 
ing Officer, that at the time the loss was sustained such Officer was employ- 
ed on Public duty, and that according to the hest of his knowledge and he- 
lief, the loss did not arise from any fault, or neglect of the Officer applying 
for Compensation. " 


36.—We also authorize you to make such forther allowance to Officers 
of the Artillery. or Engineers, who may lose rrofessional Instruments while 
on duty in the Field, or while proceeding hy Sea, under the orders of Go- 
vernment, as the particular circumstances of each case may appear to require, 


37.—These Regulations are to have effect from the date of their publi- 
cation in General Orders. 


Tn conformity to the principle recognized in the 10th Clanse of Para- 
graph 198 of the Honorable Court’s Letter to Bombay, dated the 6h of 
June 1814, and published in General Orders at this Presidency of the 29th 
of July 1815, O'fcers losing any part of their Baggage and Camp Ecuipace. 
when on duty in the Field, or when proceeding by Sea, under the orders of 
Government, will estimate their loss at one-fourth, one-half. or three-fonrths 
of the whole value, as the case may be, according to which they shall be 
paid the like proportion of the above sums. 


Wa. CASEMENT, Lieut. Colonel, Sec, to Govt. Mily. Dept, 


FORT WILLIAM, Serremser, 4, 1819. 


The Most Noble the Governor General in Council is pleased to make 
the following Appointment: 

Officiating Assistant Surgeon James Barker to perform the Medical 
dutics of the Civil Station of Purneah, vice Davidson deceased. 

Lieutenant W. Badenach, of the 29i:h Regiment of Native Infantry, 
having furnished the prescribed Certificates from the Medical and Pay De- 
partments, is permitted to proceed to Sea for the benefit of his health, and 
te be abseat on that account for Ten Months from Bengal. 

His Lordship in Council is pleased to establish the following Scale of 
Compensation in lieu of Off Reckonings, for the Officer Commanding the 
Corps of Horse Artillery, from the 25th of November 1817, to the date of 
the appointment of a Colonel to that Corps; and for the Officers Command- 
ing the Corps of Infantry Levies, and Rampoorah Local Battalions, viz. 

St. Rs. per Annum. 
Officer Commanding Horse Artillery, during the period specified, 1680 
Officers Commanding Corns of lufantry Levies, cach, ees 2384 
Ditto Rampoorah Local Batta.ivus, each, aan mee 1965 

The Post of Dwarka, in Oude, is to be considered as appertaining to 
the 6th or Allahabad Division, and Hissar to the 12th or Kurnaul Division 
of the Barrack De>artment. with a Native Agent at each, on the establish 
ed Pay of Sonat Rupees (12) Twelve per mensem. 


WM. CASEMENT, Lieut, Col, Sec. to Govt. Mil. Dept. 





Head-Quarters, Caleutta ; 2d September, 1819. 


The Commander in Chief is pleased to direct that the Uniform of the 
Sappers and Miners shall be a Scarlet Jacket with blue facings and yellow 
lace, similar to that which was brought out from England by tho Detach- 
ment of Engineer Soldiers sent to this Presidenéy by the Honorable the 
Court of Directors. 

Instructions will be given to the Commandant to prepare a proper 
Head-dress. 

His Excellency considers it expedient at the same time to change the 
Uniform of the Eagineer Corps from blue to scarlet, with garter blue velvet 
facings and geld lace; and to Jay down the following particulars of their 
dress in order to ensure uniformity. 

: Dress Uniform. 

Coat, scarlet with garter blue velvet facings and embroidered button- 
holes, lapnels buttoned back. — Epaulette, plain gold (as at present) with the 
distinetion for the rank of Field Officers and Colonels, 

Hit. cocked without ribbons at the side, with a loop of plain gold lace 
and a pliin white feather four inches long. 

Cravat, Pantaloons, Boot, Sash, as at present, 

Sword, the Army regulation, as at present.—Scabbard, when doing 
mounted duty. stee/, on all other oecasions, black-leather.—Sword-belt, a 
white leather waist-belt one inch and a half board, with a square plate, and 
the words BENGAL ENGINEERS embossed upon it, 

Great Coat, blue or grey. 

Full Dress. 


Coct, Epaulette, Cravat, Hat, and Sword, as before described—the scab- 
hard to be of black-leather. Sword-belt of narrow white silk and without a 
plate. to he worn under the Coat. 

Breeches with silk stockings and shoes, and gilt knee and shoe buckles, are 
to be worn but no sash, 

Ondress. 

Cort, the same as the dress, but withont embroidery—lappels buttoned 
over.— Hat, Cravat, Sword, Scabbard, Belt, the same as in the press uNtI- 
roRM.—Great Coat, biuc or grey.---Overalls, white nankeen or grey cloth, ace 
cording to the season, 

Officers attached to the Corps of Sappers and Miners are to wear 
Shakos on all duties. 

The press UNtFoRM is intended to be worn at dress reviews, birth-days, 
and other particular occasions. 

The FULL press when Officers attend the drawing-room, or go to balls 
and other public places where usage or convenience recommend shoes and 
stockings in preference to boots ; which latter, however, may always be con- 
sidered as fall-dress. 

The unpress is to be adopted for general use, and is to be worn on 
all occasions not specified ahove. 

On Field duties of fatigue, Engineer Officers are permitted, as at pre- 
sent, to wear a close round jacket with the facings of the Corps, and a round 
hat with a’ short plain white feather in front and crimson and gold hat band. 

The Clothing Board are required to take measures for having the Uni- 
form Coat of the Engineer Soldiers (the Corps of Sappers and Miners) rea- 
dy by the Ist of January 1820, when the Clothing for 1819 will be due to 
them. The Engineer Officers will adopt their new uniform from the same 
day, but are permitted to wear out that now in use, 


PENANG GOVERNMENT ORDERS, 


General Orders by Government, Fort Cornwallis, August 9, 1819. 

Under the most sincere feelings of affliction and regret, it becomes 
the painful duty of the Government to notify the decease, on the evening 
of yesterday, of the Honorable Colonel Bannerman, the late Governor of this 
Presidency. 

By this melancholy and deplored event, the Government has been de- 
prived of the services, and the public at large have to lament the loss of one 
whose zeal and anxiety to promote the public welfare were ardent and un- 
ceasing, and whose useful and honorab!e labours, marked alike by integrity 
and every manly virtue, were not confioed to the sphere of this Presidency, 
but have been exemplified and often publicly appreciated during a period of 
upwards of forty-three years passed in the service of the Honorable East 
Iudia Company, in various stations of difficulty, honor, and responsibi- 
lity. 

To mark the public concern on this mournful occasion, the Govern- 
ment directs, that the Flag of the Garrison of Fort Cornwallis be hoisted at 
half-staff immediately, and that it so continue till sun-set. 

The whole of the Troops to be paraded to attend the funeral of the late 
Governor, which will take place this evening at 5 o'clock ; Minute Guns 
to the number of 61, corresponding with the age of our late respected Go- 
vernor, will commence firing from the Fort at that hour, and continue du- 
ring the funeral procession from the Church to the place of Interment. 


The Commanding Officer of the Troops is requested to frame and issue 
such subsidiary arrangements as may be requisite for carrying the above Or- 
der into effect, in the manner best becoming the memory of so old and dis~ 
tinguished a Soldier. 

(Signed) W. A. CLUBLEY, Secretary. 
Publisked by Order of Government, 
; W. A. CLUBLFY, Srcretary to Go-ernment 
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Domestic Occurrences. 


MARRIAGES, 


On the 9th ultimo, Mr. James. Fielder, of the Honorable Company’s 
Pengal Marine, to Miss Louisa Walters, second Daughter of Mr. James 
Walters. of Cawnpore. 

At Bombay, on the 4th ultimo, by the Reverend Samuel Payne, Cornet 
Potts, of His Majesty’s 17th Light Dragoons, to Miss Margaret Hewitt, 
youngest Daughter of Marmaduke Hewitt, Esq. of Beverley, Yorkshire. 


BIRTHS. 


At Bombay, on the 6th ultimo, the Lady of Lieutenant Stevenson’ 
Deputy Commissary of Stores, of a Daughter. ; 

At Calcutta, on the 4th instant, the Lady of Major Robert Hampton, of 
a still-born Son. 

On the 31st ultimo, Mrs. W. Wallis, of a Son. 


DEATHS. 


Yesterday, the 6th instant, Mr. John Alsager, Organist of St. Andrew’s 
Charch, aged 27 years. : 

At Barelly, on the 15th ultimo, George, the infant Son of Lieutenant 
I. J. Hamilton, 4th Native Infantry, aged 6 days. 

On the 2d instant, Anne, the Lady of Major P. L. Grant, Officiating 
Town and Fort Major, aged 28 years. 

On the 26th July, Colonel Richard Frith, aged 62—leaving a large cir- 
cle of friends to lament his unexpected demise. Few men possessed more 
general knowledge of India than Colonel Frith; and had he lived to fill the 
station which his most intimate friends knew was the greatest wish of his 
heart on returning to Esrépe, namely, a Seat iv the Direction, we know 
none would have been more’ competent to the duties required from a member 
of that body. A kindness of disposition and vivacily of temper always at- 
tached a numerous circle of friends to Colonel Frith, who now feel the loss 
they have sustained in his untimely end. 

On the 5th of May, at Sea, on board the Moira, Mrs. Maddock, the 
Lady of Captain Maddock, Assistant Secretary to the Military Board, and 
Daughter of Benjamin Comberbach, Esq. 

At the Mauritius, whither he had proceeded some months ago in the 
hope of re-establishing his health, Sir Alexander Anstruther, Kt. late Re- 
corder of Bombay. . 

At Bhewady, on the Ist ultimo, John Stephenson, Esq. Assistant Sur- 
geon, Bombay Establishment. 








Shipping Intelligence. 


CALCUTTA ARRIVALS. 


Aug. Names of Vessels Flags Commanders From Whence Left 
4 Pr. Char. of Wales British J. Gribble Kugland May 24 
4 Mar. of Wellington British J. Wood Engiand May 24 


CALCUTTA DEPARTURES. 








Sept. Names of Vessels Flags Commanders Desiination 
5 Monarch British D. Campbell Greenock 
jPassengers, 





Passengers arrived on the Princess Charlotte of Wales. 


Mrs. Sherlock; Mcs. Pemberton; Mrs. Brown; Two Misses Keys 
Miss Sherlock; Miss Buckingham; Col. W. Robinson, H. M. 24th Foot ; 
Licut. A. Watson, ditto; Licut. William Mellis, ditto; Ensign George 
‘Murray, ditto; Ensign H. W. Hartly, ditto; Surgeon J. Featherstone, 
ditto; Captain George Holford, His Majesty’s 59th Foot ; Captain Husband, 
\ His Majesty’s 87th Foot; Lieatenaot O’Brien, ditto; Mr. Sherlock, Pay- 
waster, ditto; Lieutenant T. Morgell. His Majesty’s 8th Light Dragoons ; 
Cornet James Robinson, ditto ; Captain Dickson, Native Infantry ; Captain 
Andore, ditto; Captain Pratt, ditto; Lieutenant Pemberton, ditto; Mr. 
Garret, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Griflith, Mr. Stevens, Mr. Shortland, Mr. Templer, 
Mr. Dalzell, Cadets ; Mr. Francklin, Volunteer, His Majesty’s 24th Regt. ; 
Mr. Gardner, Mr. Ashmore, Mr. Robertson, Free Merchants; Mr. Mayne, 
Free Mariner ; Mr. Ross, Mr. Hammond, Mr. Freeman, Pilot Service. 


On the Marquis of Wellington. 


Mrs. Hope; Mrs. Wyatt; H. Hope, Esq. Civil Service; J. MoNabh, 
Esq. ditto; Assistant Surgeon MeLeod, M. D.; Assistant Surgeon C. W, 
Welshman, M. D.; Assictant Surgeon Griffiths; J. Fairlie, Esq.; Lieut, 
Colonel Tidy, C. B.; Lieutenants Brenan, Mackenzie, Fowler, Kent, Man- 
sell, His Majesty’s 14th Regiment, with a Detachment; Ensign Murray, 
His Majesty's 50th Regiment, with a Detachment; Ensign Carathers, His 
Majesty’s 17th Regiment; Ensign Cates, His Majesty’s 87th Regiment; 
Messrs. "Wyatt, Cheap, Cooke, Campbeil, Writers; Messrs. Fleming, 
White, Wakefield, Cautly, Campbell, Roberts, WeMorine, Moorshead, Hal- 
head, McVittie, Corbet, Cadets; Mr. Furber, Free Mariner. 
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HPautical Motices, ‘ 


The Honorable Company’s ships Princess Charlotte of Wales, Captain 
Gribble, and Marquis of Wellington, Captain Wood, from England the 24th 
of May, arrived at the New Anchorage on Sunday. Their Passengers will 
be found in the usual place. , 


On the 29th of August. the Princess Charlotte of Wales spoke His Ma- 
jesty’s ship Topaze, from Penang, for Trincomalie. 


On the 16th df April. an American ship from Canton, laden with a car- 
go said to be valued at half a million sterling. was wrecked on the Jersey 
coast, and the Captain and twenty-seven of his crew drowned. 

The ontward bound East Indiamen that were to sail for Bombay, Ben- 
gal, and China, in June, had received on board about two millions of oun- 
ces of silver in dollars, &c. for remittance to this country. 

The Honorable Company’s ship Buckinghamshire arrived off the Isle 
of Wight on the 21st of April; she left China in company with the Scaieby 
Castle, on the 5th of December last, and St. Helena with the-Orwell, also in 
company on the 16th of February. : 


The Orwell. separated from the Buckinghamshire on the 18th of March, 
in lat. 20° 39’ N. lon. 37° 30’ W. and the Scaleby Castle on the 4th of April, 
among the Westérn Islands. " - 

The undermentioned ships have arrived at Deal—The Duke of York 
off Portland, the 30th of April; Lady Melville, off Weymouth. the Ist-of 
May; Princess Amelia, ditto, ditto; Orwell. off the Isle of Wight, ditto; 
Scaleby Castle, off Brighton, 2d of May; Prince Regent, in company with 
the Marchioness of Ely, arrived in the Channel, from Bengal, on the 1st of 
May. 

The Duke of York left China on the 17th of December, arrived at St, 
Helena the 2nd of March, and sailed from thence on the 5th of March 
with the the London and Canning ; separated from those two ships on the 
22nd of April, in im am unsuccessful endeavour to save the Carpenter, who 
fell overboard. 


The Lady Melville left China the 21st of December, arrived at St. He- 
lena th. 2nd of March, and sailed for England on the 6th of March, in com- 
pany = the Princess Amelia, which ship left Cbina on the 23rd of 

ecember. 


The Orwell left Ghina on the 20th of December, St. Helena on the 16th 
of February, in company with the Buckinghamshire and Scaleby Castle, 
— on the 19th of March/ and arrived off the Isle of Wight on the Ist 
of May. 

The Scaleby Castle sailed from China on the 6th of December, in com- 
pany with the Orwell and. Buckinghamshire ; parted company with the 
Orwell on the 20th of March, and with the Buckinghamshire on the Sth of 
April, after a second gale of wind off the Western Islands, and arrived off 
Brighton on the 2d of May. 

The ships Charles Mills and Waterloo, chartered by Government to 
bring home detachments of troops, arrived at Portsmouth on the 2ad of May. 
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Commercial Beports, 


The following extract of a letter, from a Commercial House in London, 
dated the 5th of May, is taken from the India Gazette of ycsterday. 


“The Sale of 9712 Chests of Indigo, which commenced at the East India 
House on the 22d ultimo, have.been this day brought to its conclusion, we 
beg leaye to acquaint you of the result. 


All Indigo, good quality for Shipping, has had a steady demand through- 
out the course of this Sale, and bas ihaintained its price: the Indigoes of 
decided quality for Hone consumption have also had a fair demand, and 
haye sold satisfactorily ; but, wherever the assorimont proved either of mix- 
ed description, or, of inferior character, the demand has fallen off, and the 
prices have consequently given way : such was especially the case with the 
Lean anf Sandy Squares of up-country Indigo ; of which there was a con- 
siderable portion in this Sale---and which, being nearly neglected by the 
speculative Buyer, bave been almost entirely left upon the Importers’ hands : 
good, and decided Home consuming Indigoes, have sold ata reduction of 
4d. per |b. from the prices of that Sale: common Indigo, at a reduction 
of 6d. to Od. ditto ; and mixt, ordinary, and inferior Ludigo, at a reduce 
tion of 9d. to Is. ditto. 


The Madras Indigoes jo this Sale, of which there were 753 Chests, 
have also sold variously ; those of low, aud drossy quality, baving met with 
little or no demand, while the fine aud tender qualities have gone off readily, 
aud at fair prices. 


It is computed that the proportion bought in by the Proprietors at this 
Sale may be nearly equal to two-fifths of the whole quantity; say, about 
3,700 Chests. 

Of the prospects of the Indigo Market we are induced to retain a favor- 
able opinion; voon consideration both of the diminished extent of the stock 
in Karope, as of the alleged deficiency of last Season’s produce in Bengal.” 





Printed at the Union Press, in Garstin's Buildings, near the Bankshall and the Exchange, 
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